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• KIRSTY WARK's favourite plants & places 

fr • Picking CUT FLOWER posies from the garden 
^ • Discover the exciting art of PLANT DYES 

• Great AGAPANTHUS & how to grow them 





David Austin® Roses 


Beautiful, fragrant summer blooms 



David C.H. Austin 


EG78 


D avid Austin's English Roses combine exceptional beauty and delicious 
fragrances with outstanding health, reliability and vigour Repeat- 
flowering in flushes until the first frosts, they will transform your garden 
whether planted in a traditional rose border; a large container or with 
other plants and perennials in a mixed cottage garden style planting. For 
help selecting your roses, contact our rose experts. 


Visit: www.davidaustinroses.com I Call: 01902 376300 
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^njoy the holidays and hot weather... Take a seat 
in the sunshine with a cool drink and delve 
into your favourite magazine 



T he late-summer gap in the garden is something many of 
us gardeners struggle with. Some look to grasses and 
late-flowering perennials to keep things interesting, 
while others turn their hands to exotic flights of fancy, with 
big leaves and shocking colours. DAHLIAS work with both 
these styles and are the stars of the month, so we have focused 
on them this issue, revelling in their rainbow colours and 
myriad shapes, and their long-flowering character that takes us 
through to the first frosts. 

At CHENIES MANOR Garden in Buckinghamshire (page 36), 
owner Elizabeth has really gone for it with her dahlias, since her 
famous tulip displays each spring have been ravaged by fireblight. 
She tells us her favourite varieties, and shows us how to combine 
these versatile flowers with other August plants. At Withypitts 
(page 99), where dahlias are grown for CUT ELOWERS, discover 
top tips for cultivating them and more great cultivars to try. 
We also delved into the history of these plants to find out how 
many popular dahlias got their names (page 97 ) . 


This issue, we also visit a graphic designer in Hertfordshire who 
loves to use dahlias in his colourful garden schemes, which 
feature bold, tropical-style plants for real impact (page 28). If 
you want this exciting look. Will Giles advises on the best hardy 
but EXOTIC-LOOKING PLANTS to get the style without 
mollycoddling each winter (page 91). As well as this, we take 
a dip in the glorious SWIMMING POND of a naturalistic 
Norfolk plot (page 20) \ and see the modern twist designer Robin 
Templar Williams has put on a new walled garden (page 53). 


There’s lots more to discover this month, from agapanthus to 
front gardens and Kirsty Wark’s favourite tools. Enjoy the 
holidays and (hopefully) hot weather - take a seat in the sunshine 
with a cool drink and delve into your favourite magazine. 
Happy gardening. 





Stephanie Mahon, Editor 
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LIKE: The English Garden magazine Facebook page Q Fiie^k 
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www.interiorsbyvale.com 


FOR A BROCHURE, CALL OR VISIT 

+44 (0)1476 564433 

www.valegardenhouses.com 
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SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 


Osterley Park and House were created in the late 18th century by architect and designer Robert Adam, for the Child family 
to entertain and impress their friends and clients. It is now one of the last surviving country estates in London. Over the 
past six years, the gardens have been transformed with the help of three gardeners, a trainee gardener and 45 volunteers. 
Today, you will find the Tudor Walled Garden {pictured), which was originally a nursery area for trees and hedging around 
500 years ago. 'I have now designed and planted a modern ornamental vegetable garden/potager with heirloom varieties 
and lots of foliage plants and flowers for late-summer colour. It's at its best during August and September,' explains Head 
Gardener Andy Eddy. 'This month, look out for Mrs Child's Flower Garden, planted with old English plants, and Robert 
Adam's summer house with lemon trees displayed at the front.' 

Make the most of your visit by exploring the woodland walk and uncovering the forgotten boathouse. Children can also 
enjoy the ancient meadow bursting with wildflowers and butterflies, as well as the play trail with rope swings, logs and 
dens. Jersey Road, Isleworth, Middlesex TW7 4RB. Tel: +44 (0)20 8232 5050. www.nationaltrust.org.uk/osterley-park 




Naturetrek 

\ Don't miss our 201 5 selection of botanical tours X 


TRAVEL WITH THE WILDLIFE EXPERTS 


• Botany & Wild Flower Tours, expertly guided by 
leading botanists. European tours a speciality 

• Tailormade Wildlife Tours & Safaris, skillfully 
crafted by wildlife specialists 



• Worldwide destinations - a comprehensive selection; 
over 400 wildlife tours & cruises in over 1 00 countries 

• Travel with confidence with the world's leading 
Wildlife Tour specialist 

• We offer the widest selection of Botany, Bird watching, 
Mammal, Butterfly & Wildlife Tours 


29 years of operation & experience 
Fully licensed & bonded 



for more information contact our 
wildlife travel experts 

+441962 733051 

www.naturetrek.co.uk 

info@naturetrek.co.uk 
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lATA 





IMAGES/OUTDOOR THEATRE - CHATSWORTH HOUSE TRUST/ WWW.SHOOT-LIFESTYLE.CO.UK 


N EWS &. EVENTS 

Sue Bradley digs up the latest stories, including a garden relocation after this year's RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show, top garden performances and great events for your diary 






• ARUNDEL CASTLE 

The Collector Earl’s Garden will be the 
setting for Shakespeare’s Much Ado About 
Nothing on 28 August, performed by The 
GB Theatre Company. The grounds open 
at 5.30pm for picnics, and performances 
start at 7.30pm. Adults £26. To book, 
visit www.gbtheatrecompany.com 
Arundel Castle, Arundel, West Sussex 
BN18 9AB. Tel: +44 (0)1903 882173. 
www.arundelcastle.org 

• BELMONT HOUSE 

Noel Coward’s classic play Hay Fever, in 
which reality slides into fiction in the 
household of the eccentric Bliss family, is to 
be performed by the Changeling Theatre 
Group, at 3pm on 1 August. Adults £19.50. 
Bookings can be made through the website 
or calling +44 (0)1632 338338. Belmont 


Anyone for croquet? 

Play a game of croquet this summer with this Sflendid 
‘Sandringham' set, available from Jaques for £4,999.99. The set 
includes top of the range equipment, a hook on how to play and 
a mahogany case with brass fittings. London-based Jaques has been 
making traditional games since 1795. www.jaqueslondon.co.uk 



House, Belmont Park, Throwley, near 
Faversham, Kent ME13 OHH. Tel: +44 
(0)1795 890202. www.belmont-house.org 

• CHATSWORTH HOUSE 

The Lord Chamberlain’s Men will be 
performing Shakespeare’s best-loved 
romantic comedy Twelfth Night in the 
grounds of Chatsworth House (above) 
on 12 August. Gates open at 6.30pm 
and tickets cost £15 for adults. 
Chatsworth, Bakewell, Derbyshire 
DE45 IPP. Tel: +44 (0)1246 565300. 
www.chatsworth.org 

• HOLKHAM WALLED GARDENS 

Join young Mary Lennox on a journey 
of discovery in this adaptation of Frances 
Hodgson Burnett’s novel The Secret 
Garden, to be performed by Chapterhouse 
Theatre on 12 August. Doors open at 


5.30pm and the production starts at 
6.15pm. Adults £13. To book, visit 
www.chapterhouse.org 
Holkham Park, Wells-next-the-Sea, 
Norfolk NR23 lAB. Tel: +44 (0)1328 
713111. www.holkham.co.uk 
• SHEFFIELD BOTANICAL GARDENS 
Fall in love with Jane Austen’s Emma 
during an outdoor adaptation performed 
by Heartbreak Productions between 20 
and 23 August. Most performances begin 
at 7.30pm, with a matinee at 2.30pm on 
the Saturday, and a 6.30pm start on the 
Sunday. Adults from £13.50. To book, 
tel: +44 (0)1926 430307 or visit 
www.heartbreakproductions.co.uk 
The Botanical Gardens, Clarkehouse 
Road, Sheffield SIO 2LN. Tel: +44 
(0)1142 686001. www.sbg.org.uk 
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NEWS & EVENTS | AUGUST 


FANTASTIC FLORILEGIUM 



Works from some 
of today's finest 
botanical artists 
will be on display 
at an exhibition 
of plant portraits 
from the Chelsea 
Physic Garden's 
Florilegium 
Society. The event 
runs from 4-26 
August, and entry 
is free for people 
who have paid to 
see the historic 
garden, in the 
heart of London. 
The Society was 
formed in 1995 to 
record the huge collection of plants growing at the 
Chelsea Physic Garden in paintings and drawings. 
Many of the works of art in the exhibition are included 
in a new book. Botanical Illustration from Chelsea 
Physic Garden. Visit www.chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk 



Renishaw Hall and Gardens winning the 201 5 Historic 
Houses Association (HHA) Garden of the Year Award is 
encouraging many people to visit the property on the 
edge of the Peak District National Park. But if any further 
reason for visiting were needed, it is hosting a plant fair on 
Sunday 9 August 10.30am-4pm. 

Renishaw, which has been the home of the Sitwell family 
for 400 years, is celebrated for its fabulous Italianate gardens 
created by Sir George Sitwell, great-grandfather of the 
present owner, Alexandra Sitwell. The Garden of the Year 
Award is organised by the HHA and sponsored by Christie's. 
www.renishaw-hall.co.uk 



GET AN OXFORD EDUCATION 

To mark 400 years of botanical research and teaching by the University 
of Oxford on 25 July 2021, 400 significant plants are being highlighted 
on the university’s website. A different plant is being profiled every week 
until the anniversary, illustrated by images from the university’s living 
{above) and preserved collections, herbaria.plants.ox.ac.uk/bol/plants400 


^tme for tea 

A rare treat awaits visitors to 
Wakehurst Place on Sunday 1 6 
August. Enjoy afternoon tea served 
in the oak-panelled dining room 
of the West Sussex Elizabethan 
mansion, famous for its gardens. 
Sandwiches, cakes, 
scones and a choice of 
teas will he served 
(£17.50), with ■ 

optional wine at 
£4.95 a glass. 

Garden entry 
costs £12.50. 

Tel: +44 (0)1444 
894040. 
www.kew.org 
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Titan's amazing, 
brand new 
Worldwide 
brochure is here! 


Grab a copy of our most comprehensive 
Worldwide brochure to date, showcasing 
almost 200 outstanding escorted tours and 
cruise holidays. Discover our exceptional 
favourites, as well as brand new itineraries 
featuring the travel treasures of Uzbekistan, 
Colombia, South Africa, the Balkans, 
Sardinia and the river Danube. 


■ Almost 200 imaginative and 
inspiring itineraries worldwide 

■ Save up to £600 per person on 
selected itineraries for a limited time 

■ Special offers for solo travellers, 
including low and no single supplements 

■ Door-to-door transfers included 
with every holiday^ 



To request a brochure visit titantravel.CO.uk or call 
free on 0800 988 591 8 quoting EG2 5FW 


•ABTA 

ABTA NO.Y174X 


tita?i 

SEE THE WORLD 
DIFFERENTLY 


^Excludes Scottish islands and Sark. T's & C's apply. Calls free from BT landlines, mobiles may vary. 






NEW HOME FOR SHOW STAR 


Work is underway to relocate Matthew Wilson’s Royal Bank of 
Canada garden {left) to the Earl Mountbatten Hospice on the Isle 
of Wight. Living sustainably through good design and the 
importance of conserving fresh water are key to the garden, which 
won a Silver Gilt medal at this year’s RHS Chelsea Flower Show. 
Matthew is chairman of Greenfingers, which is dedicated to creating 
inspiring gardens at children’s hospices, and money raised by the charity 
through events such as Garden Re-Leaf Day is supporting the relocation. 
The 2015 Garden Re-Leaf Day raised more than £70,000. Next year’s event 
will take place on 18 March 2016. Visit www.greenfingerscharity.org.uk 


ROCKET POWER 

The RHS has tried to send 2kg of rocket seeds on 
a return trip to outer space, so children could study 
the effects of microgravity. An unmanned rocket 
carrying these seeds to space unfortunately exploded 
in mid air last month, hut never fear - another 
trip is planned. Kids from 10,000 UK schools will 
propagate the ‘astro’ seeds alongside seeds that have 
remained on Earth. Visit schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk 


WHAT'S ON: AUGUST 


TAUNTON FLOWER SHOW 
AT VI VARY PARK 
Friday 7-Saturday 8 August, 
Taunton 

Lovely garden displays, more than 
200 traders, rural crafts and more. 
Tel: +44 (0)1 823 336344 or visit 
www.ta u nto nf I owe rs h ow.co.uk 



WILLOW WEAVING AT 
RHS GARDEN WISLEY 
Saturday 1 5, Surrey 


Join Nicki Rowling for an 
introduction to basket weaving 
(/eft). All materials will be provided 
on the day. RHS members: £81 . 
Non-members: £94. Includes 
a light lunch and refreshments. 
10.30am-4.15pm.To book, 
tel: +44 (0)20 3176 5830, or visit 
www.rhs.org.uk 

SOUTHPORT FLOWER SHOW 
AT VICTORIA PARK 
Thursday 20-Sunday 23 August, 
Merseyside 

There's so much to see and enjoy, 
with show gardens, a food festival, 
celebrity guests including Joe Swift 
and Christine Waikden, cookery 
demonstrations by the likes of 
Jean-Christophe Novelli, and lots 
more. 10am-6pm (5pm on Sunday). 
For tickets and more details, 
tel: +44 (0)1 704 5471 47 or visit 
www.southportflowershow.co.uk 



RARE PLANT FAIR 
AT KILVER COURT 
Sunday 23 August, Somerset 

10am-4pm. Admission including 
entry to the gardens {above): £5 per 
adult; free for children under 1 6 and 
Friends of Kilver Court (bring your 
membership card). For more details, 
tel: +44 (0)1 749 34041 0 or visit 
www.kilvercourt.com 


HERBACEOUS PLANTS 
OF THE WORLD AT 
LULLINGSTONE CASTLE 
Friday 28-Monday 31 August, 
Kent 

Discover more about the 
herbaceous delights from around 
the world with guided tours from 
Tom Hart Dyke. Plant sales and 
practical advice are also on offer 
from local nurseries. 1 1am-5pm. 

Tel: +44 (0)1322 862114. 
www.lullingstonecastle.co.uk 

NORFOLK GARDEN SHOW 
AT NORFOLK SHOWGROUND 
Saturday 29-Monday 31, Norfolk 

Enjoy plenty of flowers, garden 
design, specialist growers, cream 
teas, talks and entertainment. 

Adults £6.50 (advanced tickets £5). 
Children £2 (advanced tickets free). 
10am-5pm.Tel: +44 (0)1702 549623, 
www.aztecevents.co.uk 
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IMAGES/ROYAL BANK OF CANADA SHOW GARDEN - RACHEL WARN E 
ROCKET - SHUTTERSTOCK WILLOW WEAVING - RHS/JIM WILEMAN 



Hand thrown 
USING TRADITIONAL 
METHODS, NATURALLY 
FI RED TO OVER 1150°c 
CREATING BEAUTIFUL 
AND UNIQUE FROST 
RESISTANT POTS 


BT APPOltrt MEMI 
TOHRH me 
PRINCE DF WALES 
SUmiEROF 
TERRACaTTA POTS 


POTS ♦AND* PITHOI 


Established 1985 


THE WORLD'S LARGEST SELECTION OF CRETAN TERRACOTTA POTS 


FULL COLLECTION: 
www.potsandpithoi.com 


BROCHURE & ENQUIRIES: 
01342 714793 info® potsandpithoi.com 


VISIT US: The Barns, East Street, 
Turners Hill, West Sussex, RH10 4QQ 
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Classic (Gardhn 
Ehememts’^ 

ARCHES • OBELISKS ARBOURS • TRELLISES • TUNNELS 



Fine iron climbing structures for roses in the best quality available: 
Hot~dip galvanised and powder coated /Exclusively at Peter Beales Roses 



WWW. classic-garden-elements, co. uk 

Please contact Peter Beales Roses if you wish to receive a catalogue or place an order 
Tel: 01953 454707 Fax: 01953 456845 info(^eterbealesroses.com 







A NEW LEAF CITRUS 


A ZEST 

for life 

Jane Perrone proves that you don't need exotic climes 
to grow the flavours of lemons and limes 

ILLUSTRATIONS HELEN CAMPBELL 


M y first stirrings of 
a fascination with 
growing things began 
aged five, visiting my 
aunt in Auckland, New 
Zealand, one December. In her front 
garden were a pair of stout trees with squat, 
yellow-green citrus fruits festooned in 
the branches like Christmas lights. They were, 
my aunt explained, ugli fruits: a cross 
between a grapefruit, an orange and 
a tangerine. ‘Here, taste it,’ she said, peeling 
off the thick, lumpy skin. 
Despite its dubious looks, the 
ugli was juicy and delicious. 
It seemed to my five-year-old 
self a miracle that these strange 
yet tasty fruits were growing 
so abundantly alongside 
an ordinary house in an 
ordinary street. 

Since then, I’ve 
hankered for a citrus 
grove of my own, but 
the British climate 
is against me. Chelsea 
Physic Garden in 
London may boast the 
world’s most northerly 
outdoor grapefruit 
tree, but in my garden 
in Bedfordshire - 40 or 
so miles north of the 
urban heat island - 
v^e neither the frost-free 
ouse nor the climate for 
)or citrus production. 
So instead, I rely on 


a selection of half a dozen or so leaves to 
provide me with the home-grown citrus 
flavours I crave. And there’s a surprisingly 
good list of options. 

Despite the lack of ugli trees, every May, 
another small miracle happens in my own 
garden. It starts out with a clutch of twigs in 
a large pot - dead to all but the most diligent 
of observers, and all set to be thrown out or 



felted 

yet shiny 
leaves. And for 
a few months, my 

lemon verbena {Aloysia triphylla) bush is 
harvested almost daily. 

In its native Chile and Peru, lemon verbena 
- or ‘cedron’ as it’s known there - can reach 



It seemed a miracle these strange fruits were growing 
alongside an ordinary house in an ordinary street 


composted. But just when I have almost given 
up hope, the twigs begin to sprout tiny sprigs 
of green. Within a week, there is a smattering 
of leaves. By June, the twigs are hardly visible 
beneath a layer of long, pointed, slightly 


2.5m tall. Here, it rarely tops Im. In autumn 
it drops its leaves and, as the frosts begin, it 
must be moved somewhere protected: it 
doesn’t have to be warm, particularly if the 
compost is kept just short of bone dry. 


LEMON VERBENA GROWING TIPS 

Expert advice from Mark Diacono of Otter Farm, food writer, grower and gardening author: 
Position:'! keep my lemon verbena in pots. I leave some plants in the polytunnel all year round, and 
that way I get the leaves as early as possible. If you've got a good sunny place in the southern half of 
England, it's worth trying outside. A friend of mine has one growing sheltered against a south-facing 
wall that has grown as tall as her bedroom window' 

Care: 'I don't prune it back intentionally, but I am always hacking bits off it. It's still really happy being 
attacked that way, unlike something like thyme. I repot every year, and the plant gets a liquid feed 
every now and again, and regular watering to stop the compost drying out. I take both softwood 
and hardwood cuttings, and they seem to respond to both equally well. They're always welcome 
as plants for friends.' 

Harvesting: 'As autumn approaches, I make a lot of lemon verbena syrup, which I can keep in 
the fridge or freezer. It's brilliant for all kinds of things from cocktails to puddings. I also pick lots of 
leaves and dry them.' 
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A NEW LEAF | CITRUS 



^Mine waits out 
the coldest months 
hunkered down in my 
glass-roofed potting shed, cloaked 
in a shroud of horticultural fleece. 
In summer, I cut and dry enough 
leaves to see me through the 
winter in herbal teas, and stuff 
a handful of leaves into a jar of 
caster sugar for delicately scenting 
I r sponges and the like, but the 
thought of the first scent of the 
fresh-cut leaf in late spring is one of 
the talismans that gets me through winter. 

That, and the thought of the first green 
salad shot through with ribbons of sharp 
lemony sorrel leaves. Although the candy- 


to be one of the secrets to a long life, so I keep 
it around under sufferance. 

If lime is more your bag, finding plants 
with this flavour is a tougher task. So I was 
delighted to discover a specimen of lime 
balm {Melissa officinalis ‘Lime Balm’), lemon 
balm’s only slightly less thuggish relative, on 
the Hooksgreen Herbs stand at a plant show 
a year ago. It’s a worthy alternative to lemon 
verbena or lemon balm in herbal teas, but the 
way I really like to serve it is muddling a few 
sprigs into an ice-cold gin and tonic at the 
end of a long, hot day gardening. 

For a culinary lime hit, I turn to papalo 
{Porophyllum ruderale), another Central and 
South American native that’s often billed as 
an alternative to coriander, but really sits in 
a class of its own. It’s an annual, grown from 
seed (try Chiltern Seeds, who rightly point 
out that the seeds themselves are fascinating, 
resembling ‘mini hairy torpedoes’) that tastes 
like coriander but doesn’t bolt at the slightest 
stress. Don’t eat the leaves raw, mind: their 
complex flavour can only be appreciated once 
minced into a salsa or guacamole, or 
sprinkled onto tacos or burritos. 


I like to muddle a few sprigs into an ice-cold gin and 
tonic at the end of a long, hot day gardening 


stripe red and green stems of bolting common 
sorrel (Rumex acetosa) are pretty in 
themselves, they must be removed without 
hesitation, as they spell the end of the young, 
tender leaves for my salads. Once the plant 
decides to go to seed, it’s hard to hold back: 
an annual sowing avoids the pain of 
dislodging the deep tap roots of several 
seasons’ growth. If you find the flavour of 
common sorrel too sharp, try the buckler- 
leaved sorrel cultivar Rumex scutatus ‘Silver 
Shield’, which has pewter-tinted, shield- 
shaped leaves pretty enough to make it 
a groundcover in its own right, and the leaves 
have a less lip-smacking taste into the bargain. 

Lemon balm {Melissa officinalis) ^ which 
often gets confused with lemon verbena, 
is frequently cursed for its invasiveness. I have 
a plant at home, but it is in solitary 
confinement in a pot (yet it still manages to 
seed itself around if I neglect to cut off every 
single flower). The flavour is far less refined 
than lemon verbena (someone once told me 
it reminded them of lemon-scented furniture 
polish, and I can see what they mean), 
but drinking lemon balm tea is reputed 


If all this sounds like too much hard 
work, to finish here’s one lemony 
plant you can forage, and one you 
can grow so easily it’s child’s play. 
Wood sorrel {Oxalis acetosella) is 
often considered a weed, but its leaves 
are edible, making a tangy addition 
to salads: so if it’s a problem in your 
garden, why not turn a nuisance into 
a food source? Do be aware that all 
members of the oxalis family contain 
oxalic acid, so they should be eaten 
only in moderation and avoided by 
people with kidney problems. 

If all else fails, go to the 
supermarket and buy a firm, fresh 
piece of lemon grass. Put it in a glass 
of water, and in a few days you’ll have 
a rooted plant you can pot up and 
grow indoors as a houseplant. 
Just as the smug feeling of 
satisfaction starts to wane, you’ll 
find the plant has bulked up / 
enough to start harvesting a / 
chunk or two for adding to Thai- 
style curries and soups. 


RECIPE: LEMON 
VERBENA SORBET 

Clotilde Dusoulier, a French food 
writer, says this sorbet is 'the most 
refreshing thing ever to grace my 
ice-cream machine'. (If you don't 
have a machine, read the footnote.) 

Ingredients 

- 15g fresh lemon verbena leaves, 
rinsed and gently patted dry 

- 180g unrefined cane sugar (the soft 
kind, not granulated) 

- 1 large organic lemon, scrubbed 
- 1 tablespoon of limoncello liqueur 
(optional, but a bit of alcohol helps 
keep sorbet smooth) 

-600ml cold water 

Method 

• In the bowl of a blender or food 
processor, combine the lemon verbena 
leaves and the sugar. Using a vegetable 
peeler, shave three strips of zest from 
the lemon, and add them in. Process 
until finely ground. 

• Transfer to a mixing bowl, add the 
juice of the lemon, the limoncello if 
using, and the cold water. Whisk to 
combine, cover and steep in the fridge 
for two to three hours. 

• Strain through a fine sieve to 
remove the little flecks of leaf (teeny 
bits may remain, but that's OK) and 
churn in the ice-cream maker. 

• The texture is best when the sorbet 
is freshly churned. If you have 
leftovers, add a piece of cling film close 
to the surface to prevent crystallisation. 
Let the sorbet soften for 20-30 minutes 
in the fridge before serving. 

Footnote 

If you don't have an ice-cream maker, 
make a granita. Prepare the mix in the 
morning. Strain two hours later. Pour into 
a freeze-safe container and put in the 
freezer. An hour later, take out the 
container, scrape and draw the sides in 
with a fork, stir vigorously and return to 
the freezer. Repeat every hour. The 
granita will be ready by dinnertime. 

Clothilde's book The French Market 
Cookbook (Clarkson Potter) is out now. 
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Love Your Garden With Earthwood EasyClean 




Earthwood EasyClean's star qualities 
shone on screen in episode 3 of ITV's Love 
Your Garden, which aired on the 7th July. 
This episode, which showcased a garden 
makeover, incorporated a 25 m^TimberTech 
decked outdoor lounge area, combined 
with an integrated decked seating area. 


and a bespoke coffee table - all made 
from TimberTech! The TimberTech Silver 
Maple boards were also utilised to create 
a colourful ballpit forthe children, as well 
as providingthe foundation forthe second 
play area which incorporated a fantastic play 
dome for the kids to enjoy. 


Earthwood EasyClean's unique, 
impenetrable cap makes it the ideal low 
maintenance solution for homeowners of 
all sizes as well as for landscapers, leisure 
businesses and garden designers seeking 
to maximise good looks and minimise 
maintenance. Feel the difference. 


Order a free sample of Earthwood EasyClean at www.timbertechuk.co.uk TimberTech- Less Work. More Life. 

U — — ^ — — — — — — . — - "a 


Maintenance Free Outdoor Living Solutions 



ilimber^di 

Less Work* Mbie Ufa 


S PRIMAPORCELV^IN 

We know porcelain inside out 


/^SunSpaces 

Turn A Rainy Day Intn Your Sufiai^aae 


Composite Decking 


Porcelain Tiles and Paving 


Garden Rooms and Verandas 



Greensquares 
496 Ipswich Road, 
Slough SLl 4 EP 



i 


FhfihL. . . 

greensquares 

The Ultimate Outdoor Living Space 

Call; 029 2080 3756 

Visit www.greensquares.co.uk 

Free samples available - visit www.greensquares.co.uk 
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The garden at 
Carpe Diem covers 
about two-and- 
a-half acres and 


contains a natural 
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GARDENS I NORFOLK 


G ardening can bring people 
together. Paul and Bianca 
Mercer - who have created 
a contemporary country 
garden in the village of 
Bressingham, Norfolk - are living proof of 
that. Paul, who was born in Bressingham, and 
Bianca, who comes from Germany, were both 
studying at Writtle College when they met. 
‘Bianca was studying horticulture and interior 
landscaping, and I was doing my degree in 
landscape and garden design,’ says Paul, ‘and 
we never looked back!’ 

The couple found a derelict single-storey 
barn with a small garden, and set up home 
there 10 years ago. The barn was expanded to 
become a light-filled space, and they were able 
to buy some extra land, creating a plot of 
about one hectare. ‘I grew up around here,’ 
Paul explains, ‘and in my lifetime, I have seen 
hedgerows taken out and fields get bigger and 
bigger. I wanted to put some of that back by 
creating a garden that would shelter wildlife 
and be a haven for us too.’ 

About nine years ago, he set up a business 
designing and building natural swimming 
ponds. The garden at their house, which is 
aptly named Carpe Diem (translated as ‘seize 
the day’) was the perfect place to put his 
principles into practice. 

‘I became inspired by the idea of natural 
pools while travelling in South Africa and 
swimming in rock pools. I thought: ‘Wouldn’t 
it be lovely to swim in clear water surrounded 
by lush vegetation, in a haven for wildlife?’ So 
I came home and built one.’ 

The swimming pond is the focal point of 
this garden. ‘I designed the garden from 
within the house - looking out - to the 












1 hecame inspired hy the idea of natural pools while 
travelling... So I came home and huilt one’ 


courtyard on the east side, and to the pond 
and beyond on the west side. We put in as 
much glass as we could so that we would have 
views over the garden,’ says Paul. 

The spoil made from excavating the pond 
was used to create a raised circular lawn with 
borders curving round it. As your eye travels 
across the water, there are more prairie-style 
borders - a style that suits rural gardens, where 
anything too fussy would look out of place. 
‘Bianca and I are really inspired by the 


planting of Oehme, van Sweden,’ says Paul, 
‘and so the planting is based on structural 
perennials like sedums and veronicastrum as 
well as grasses. It’s a tried-and-tested formula, 
but it works - it gives you almost year-round 
interest and it’s great for bees and butterflies.’ 

Wildlife and low-maintenance are the two 
key principles of this approach. A native 
hedge of hawthorn, field maple and wild roses 
forms the boundary, while large expanses 
dominated by native grasses and wildflowers 


ABOVE The spectacular scene of the pond and garden in the evening light. BELOW Typha gracilis; Hippuris vulgaris; a Brimstone butterfly on moisture-loving 
lythrum; Equisetum hyemaie. OPPOSITE The large green-oak deck sits over the water, hiding the skimmer, which removes any surface debris such as leaves 
and blossom. The traditional ladder steps made of the same material make it easy to get in and out of the water. 
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‘The 'planting gives you almost year-round interest, 
and it’s great for hees and butterflies’ 


have been enhanced with bulbs and left to 
grow long with wide paths mown through. 
The borders are mulched with bark and cut 
down once a year, in February or March. 

But wherever you walk in this garden, it is 
the water that draws you back. From the 
house, a wide, curving, green-oak deck juts 
out over the water, offering a magical place to 
sit and watch the dragonflies, newts and 
occasional kingfishers that visit the pond. Paul 
explains how the pond works. ‘Swimming 


ponds are essentially made up of two merging 
zones,’ he says, ‘which together, make up an 
ecologically balanced and self-cleaning 
pond. Each area is roughly equal in size, and 
referred to as the regeneration zone and the 
swimming zone respectively’ 

The regeneration zone is a biological filter, 
and is planted up with a wide range of aquatic 
plants. The gravel and shallow water of this 
zone are perfect for birds and other wildlife to 
come and drink. This is separated from the 


swimming zone by an internal wall, which 
terminates around 20cm below the pond 
surface, allowing free movement of water 
between the two zones, but ensuring the 
swimming area is kept free of vegetation. 

Beyond the pool itself, Paul and Bianca have 
created a bog garden, using a conventional 
liner, where they can grow some of the more 
dramatic plants such as Gunnera manicata 
and moisture-loving Lythrum salicaria. 

The pond and gardens are showcases for the 
company, and offer potential clients the 
opportunity to see a swimming pond at first 
hand, and understand how it works. But the 
gardens are also the couple’s respite and 
pleasure. Their two large Miinsterlander dogs, 
Stella and Luca, love swimming in the pond, 
as do visiting children - and there’s no chlorine 
or chemicals to worry about. 

‘On a warm summer’s day, there is nothing 
more wonderful than swimming in crystal- 
clear water and connecting with the natural 
world,’ Paul says. ‘There is no better way to 
relax than just sitting on the deck with a drink 
in hand, watching a flock of swallows 
swooping down over the water as if they 
didn’t have a care in the world.’ 

Even in our unpredictable climate, it seems 
that you can have the best of both worlds. 

Carpe Diem, Common Road, Bressingham, Diss, 
Norfolk IP22 2BD. This garden is not open to the 
public, but anyone interested in finding out 
about natural swimming ponds can attend the 
open day on Mon 24 August, 10am-4pm, and 
other times by appt. Tel +44 (0)1 379 688000. 
www.theswimmingpondcompany.co.uk 

Top swimming pond tips 


OPPOSITE In the borders, the solid structural perennials such as sedum and veronicastrum are interspersed with grasses such as pennisetum. 

ABOVE This courtyard is the perfect quiet and shady place for al fresco meals. BELOW, FROM LEFT Verbena bonoriensis with grass Stipa 
tenuissima; Rudbeckio fulgida var. sullivontii 'Goldsturm'; Eupatorium maculatum 'Phantom'; Echinacea purpurea, visited by a Peacock butterfly. 
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Carfe Uiem garden notebook 


'ViAui’s top tip>s 


• If you decide to have a swimming pond, think 
about the landscaping around it. It will sit better if 
you plan your borders at the same time. 

• The inner swimming area has a solid base and 
is between 1 .2m and 2m deep. No plants are 
grown here. It is separated by an internal wall from 
the outer regeneration zone, which consists of 

a gravel-and-filter medium and plants. 

• Plants used are specially chosen for their 
ability to draw impurities from the water, including 
small bullrushes, Equisetum hyemole, Cyperus 
long us and Ranunculus lingua 'Grand if lorus'. 

• There are deeper, clay-lined pockets for 
waterlilies. I like the native Nymphea alba. 

They give shade and attract water daphnia 

- little creatures that eat algae. 

• The water from the main pool overlaps into the 
regeneration zone, where it is gradually cleaned 
and filtered, then pumped back into the pool as 
clean water - the cycle takes about 24 hours, so the 

swimming water is 
refreshed every day. 

• The pond needs no 
additional chemicals 
or treatments. Twice 
a year, any debris from 
falling leaves is 
vacuumed up to 
prevent the bottom 
becoming slippery. 




SWIMMER SCULPTURE 
The couple's dog Luca looks on at the 
metal sculpture in the pond of a woman 
about to dive in. It was a present from Bianca's 
parents in Germany. 


WILDLIFEWONDERS 
The swimming pond and 
naturalistic planting that stays 
up for most of the year make 
this garden real haven for 
wildlife. Paul and Bianca enjoy 
many interesting visitors, 
including several species 
of butterfly, broad-bodied 
chaser dragonflies {below), 
birds such as kingfishers and 
grey wagtails, plus bigger 
creatures like water voles. 



r 


Garden challenges 


CLEARING & CLEANING: Blanket weed does form in the pond in spring as 
the weather warms up, but instead of reaching for the chemicals, it is easily 
scooped out with a net. The wooden deck needs to be pressure-washed once 
a year to remove a build-up of slime and to prevent slipping. 


J 



COOL SHADE 

The east-facing courtyard is perfect for taking breakfast to catch the early morning 
sunshine. Bianca and Paul designed the space to look cool with smart grey slate and 
white planting, which includes some white-stemmed birch trees and the impressive 
panicles of Hydrangea arborescens'AnnabeWe'. 


ALSO IN THE AREA 

If you are in Norfolk, Paul also recommends: 

• GARDEN East Ruston Old Vicarage Paul and 
Bianca love these gardens, where there's always 
something new to see and plants to buy. Guided 
tours by Alan Gray (inc. lunch) on 6 & 1 3 Aug, 3 Sept. 
East Ruston, Norwich NR12 9HN.Tel: +44 (0)1692 
650432. www.e-ruston-oldvicaragegardens.co.uk 

• NURSERY Bressingham Nursery Jason Bloom runs 
a mail-order nursery in the gardens created by his 
father Adrian and grandfather Alan. To order, tel: +44 
(0)1379 688282. www.bressinghamgardens.com 

• PLACE TO STAY The Oaksmere A boutique hotel 
and restaurant. Sit on the new terrace designed by 
designer Thomas Hoblyn, looking out over the 
grounds, with their quirky topiary. Rectory Road, 
Brome, Eye, Suffolk IP23 8AJ.Tel: +44 (0)1379 873940. 
www.theoaksmere.com 
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Choose this 
medal winning 
school for 
garden design 

Inchbald graduates come out top 
at Chelsea with four medals 

A high standard of teaching is centrai to our 
garden design schooi’s success and on which 
our reputation has been buiit over the past 
40 years. 

Whether it’s a graduate, part time or online 
course you wiii receive guidance from the 
same high quaiity tutors. 

So whether you are aiming for a successfui 
career in garden design or simpiy iooking to 
improve your own garden you won’t find a 
better estabiished or more renowned schooi 
than the inchbaid. 

Full time, part time or change of 
career time design courses 




In association with: 




o o o 


inchbald 

ESTABLISHED 1960 


020 7630 9011 | sharon.gardens@inchbald.co.uk | www.inchbald.co.uk 
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^ Martin Woods' 
garden is only 1 2m 
X 26m, but fufl of 
character. The 
granite steps are 
* the perfect foil for 
, the^right, bold " 

’ 'i 

planting, including 
^ue mo/ning glory, 
. Dah/ia'Andries' 
Orange' and 
/ Cosmos bipinnatuA 
-:yersaillesTetra'.>'^ 
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hen you spend 
long days in the 
office drawing 


precise 


lint 


and puzzling 
over complex typography, most of us 
might want to loosen up a little in the 
garden. So it’s not surprising to 
discover that graphic designer Martin 
Woods takes a resolutely relaxed 
attitude to his sunny Hertfordshire 
town garden and its colourful planting 
palette. Both Martin and his partner 
Jane love mid-century modern 
furniture, and the couple’s passion for 
retro design works perfectly in this 
1960s property. Oddly enough, there’s 
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Sanguisorba menziesii and Dianthus 
carthusianorum. The result is a garden 
that fizzes with possibility, despite its 
relatively compact footprint - around 
300 square metres at the rear, plus 
a generously sized plot at the front. 

T’m not too strict about specific 
plant combinations,’ admits Martin. 


<CN{artin is adventurous with colour, huffily clashing 
tangerine orange with shocking fink 


something of a retro vibe going on 
within the planting, too. 

H aving inherited ‘a very tidy, 
suburban garden’ when the family 
moved in 11 years ago, Martin 
approached the existing plants with 
an open mind. As a result, huge 
swathes of handsome hostas, lush 
ferns and sparkling red-leaved 
heucheras - all highly fashionable 
a decade or two ago - now rub 
shoulders with contemporary ‘hot 
tickets’ such as Digitalis ferruginea, 


‘I tend to focus more on the overall 
effect. Take the dark-leaved heucheras, 
for example - I love the way they 
blossom from almost nothing to these 
huge textured leaves. They self-seed 
prolifically, and they act as a beautiful 
foil for so many other plants. One of 
my friends thought I’d been polishing 
the leaves, but it’s just how they are - 
they have a stunning metallic sheen.’ 

Martin is equally adventurous with 
colour, happily clashing tangerine- 
orange Dahlia ‘Andries’ Orange’ with 


ABOVE LEFT Pots 
are displayed 
everywhere, with 
a collection of 
succulents on the 
dining table. 
BELOW LEFT 
Mixed borders 
surround the lawn 
on the top level. 
ABOVE, 
CLOCKWISE 
FROM TOP LEFT 
Belamcanda 
chinensis; 
Pelargonium 
sidoides; Cosmos 
sulphureus 
'Bright Lights'; 
Pelargonium 
caffrum. 


shocking-pink Cosmos bipinnatus 
‘Versailles Tetra’, or sending electric- 
blue morning glory into battle with 
a scarlet-flowered pelargonium. ‘I like 
that clash,’ explains Martin. ‘I’m not 
afraid to mix and match - very rarely 
does it look awful. Take Christopher 
Lloyd and the combinations he created 
at Great Dixter.’ 

But the garden was not without its 
initial challenges. The sloping site 
reared up steeply from the house, and 
there was no entertaining area, so 
Martin made the hardwood terrace 
a landscaping priority, removing 
the previous owners’ rockery and 
excavating 100 tons of soil. The 
marked change of level has added 
infinitely more drama to the garden, 
and has allowed Martin to create 
a deep fish pond and two raised 
beds close to the house. 

Looking at Martin’s elegant patio 
and stylish dining area now, it would 
be easy to imagine he only cherry-picks 
his plants from the most fashionable 
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^places. But there is much more to 
this inventive gardener. Although 
he admires Piet Oudolf and cites 
plantsman John Hoyland, the former 
owner of Hertfordshire-based nursery 
Pioneer Plants, as a fantastic source of 
advice and inspiration, Martin also 
employs a home-grown approach. He 
propagates many of his own plants 
from seeds and cuttings, and splits 
established clumps regularly. He also 
welcomes horticultural marauders 
with open arms: ‘Lots of self-seeded 
plants pop up unexpectedly, and I love 
that element of surprise.’ 


‘For me, container planting is like 
having a whole extra garden,’ he says. 
‘I can grow things in pots that 
I couldn’t in the garden, and move 
them around whenever I want. It adds 
a whole new dimension to the space, 
and I love the atmosphere it creates in 
late summer. The combination of the 
exotics and the dahlias, and the other 
things in flower, looks amazing.’ 

Growing tender plants requires 
patience and forward-planning 
and, when autumn days grow 
shorter, Martin starts to prepare the 
greenhouse. ‘I bubble wrap it and keep 


It’s the collection of exotics and tender 'perennials 
in pots that gets •Martin most excited 


He grows his own summer veg from 
seed, including courgettes and lots of 
salad leaves, plus tomatoes, but admits 
that decorative plants are now creeping 
into the veg patch. ‘If I’ve over-planted 
my borders, things often end up being 
grown on elsewhere. So I now have 
quite a few waifs and strays in the 
utility area, waiting for a new home.’ 

Yet despite all those lushly planted 
southwest-facing borders, it’s the 
collection of exotics and tender 
perennials in pots and containers that 
gets Martin most excited. 


it heated to around 10°C for most of 
winter, unless it’s particularly mild,’ he 
explains. ‘I have a 20-year-old Parwin 
electric thermostatic heater, which is 
a fabulous piece of kit.’ All of his 
tender plants are shoehorned into the 
greenhouse - even his huge, multi- 
stemmed Aeonium ‘Zwartkopf’ (‘the 
daddy of them all!’) - and his dahlia 
tubers are lifted and stored. 

After 11 years, Martin admits to 
being pretty happy with the garden’s 
current guise. ‘I have no big changes 
planned, but I do add extra planting 


OPPOSITE In 

the shadier front 
garden, striking 
foliage plants like 
hosta and ligularia 
balance more 
colourful 
perennials. 
BELOW LEFT 
Beneath a pretty 
katsura tree, 
a weathered oak 
bench provides 
views across the 
lawn. BELOW 
RIGHT The orange 
pompoms of 
Dahlia 'Day\d 
Howard' 
complement the 
cooler hues of 
Eryngium planum, 
Monarda 'Scorpion' 
and Veronicastrum 
virginicum 
'Fascination' 


areas every so often. The border by 
the katsura tree {Cercidiphyllum 
japonicum) was only created a few 
years ago, and I’ve deliberately filled it 
with tall plants so that it helps to create 
a new ‘room’ within the centre of the 
garden,’ he says. ‘If I had the time and 
energy. I’d probably get rid of most of 
the lawn so that I could just walk 
through plants. I’d love to have a huge 
space that I could plant like Pensthorpe 
in Norfolk - just huge swathes of 
plants, one species at a time.’ 

Instead, Martin has gifted himself 
an experimental border. ‘I change this 
border every year because I don’t want 
to keep ripping apart the rest of the 
garden when it’s working so well. It’s 
really satisfying to have a place where 
I can just play around. Last year, it was 
ricinus and eryngiums; this year, it’s 
home to a collection of pelargoniums 
and a backdrop of climbing morning 
glory.’ And who wouldn’t want 
a garden that lets you have fun, with 
plants that make you smile? Perhaps 
we should all wave a magic wand of 
colour over our plots. 

22a The Avenue, Hitchin, Herts SG4 9RL. 
Open for the NGS on Fri 31 July, 6-9pni. 
www.mwgardendesign.co.uk 

Top container-gardening tips 
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STILL WATERS 

The pale sage-green rendered wall 
behind the pool shades the water on 
sunny days, and protects the papyrus in 
winter. A UV filter helps to keep dreaded 
duckweed at bay, creating a safe haven 
for Martin's orfe and carp. 


HOT COLOUR 

Potted Dc//?//a'Moonfire'and D.'Honka 
Red' bring a fiery spark of colour to the 
cool granite steps, and complement 
Martin's ever-increasing collection of 
sun-loving succulents. All of his potted 
exotics are brought into a heated 
greenhouse in winter. 





Garden challenges 


SANDY SOIL: Although easy to dig, the top soil in Martin's garden is very sandy 
and free-draining, and requires constant improvement with organic matter. 
Every spring, he top-dresses the borders with his own garden compost and, 
when planting, he adds plenty of well-rotted farmyard manure. 


ALSO IN THE AREA 

If you plan to visit Martin's garden, here are some of his favourite places to try: 

• GARDEN Letchworth Another NGS garden also open on 31 July, from 6-9pm.This 
lively town garden is owned by Karen Smith, who previously worked at Pioneer Plants. 
44 Broadwater Avenue, Letchworth Garden City SG6 3HJ. www.ngs.org.uk 

• NURSERY Growing Strong A reliable nursery in Hitchin with an interesting 
selection of unusual dahlia cultivars. Bedford Road, Holwell, Hitchin, Herts SG5 3RT. 

Tel: +44 (0)1462 712000. www.growingstrong-gardencentres.co.uk 

• NURSERY The Plant Specialist Although an hour away from Hitchin, this is Martin's 
favourite plant source. Be inspired by the display gardens before browsing the 
imaginatively stocked nursery. 7 Whitefield Lane, Great Missenden, Bucks HP16 OBH. 
Tel: +44 (0)1494 866650. www.theplantspecialist.co.uk 

• FURNITURE Ternex Sawmill Martin's simple green oak bench and the stylish 
timber blocks in the front garden were all made by Ternex. 27 Ayot Green, Welwyn, 
Herts AL6 9BA.Tel: +44 (0)1 707 324606. www.ternex.co.uk 

• NURSERY Daisy Roots An award-winning nursery. There's a new tea room at the 
Foxholes Farm Shop opposite too. London Road (B1 1 97), Jenningsbury, Herts SGI 3 
7NS.Tel: +44 (0)7958 563355. www.daisyroots.com 


todtAiRer-pUntiR^ tip>s 


• All of my succulents and exotics are planted in 
a compost mix I make myself - 1 combine a base 
of John Innes with added grit and sand. I also use 
peat-free compost. When planting dahlias in pots, 

I add manure to the compost because they need 
a much richer mix. 

I feed my pots weekly with home-made comfrey 
feed. I gather the leaves locally, although people do 
tend to look at me a bit strangely! 

• When it comes to containers, I think anything goes. 
Some of my most interesting pots are not necessarily 
designed for plants. I look for unusual materials, such 
as copper, and try a variety of shapes and sizes. 

• Don't throw away your broken terracotta pots, 
especially if it's an unusual shape that you really like. 

I repair mine by carefully drilling small holes and 
joining the pieces back together with copper wire. 

It adds an interesting new dimension to the look of 
the pot too. 

• Move your pots 
around as things 
come into flower or 
go over, and create 
theatrical displays in 
nooks and corners. 

I didn't design the 
garden with lots of 
pots in mind, but there 
are plenty of fantastic 
spaces for them. 




POTTERING AROUND 

Never happier then when he's experimenting with new 
plants, Martin propagates from seed and cuttings, so his 
utility area is always a hive of activity. Hiding it all behind 
a neatly trimmed beech hedge is a clever design 
solution for small town gardens like this, where the 
whole garden can be seen from the house. 
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At Readyhedge, before our instant 
hedging is dispatched to customers 
it is inspected, tidied-up and cleared 
of any imperfections by hand. We 
call it hand-crafted hedging. 

For more information, call today on 01386 750585 Email lindsay@readyhedge.com or visit www.readyhedge.com 



Art Specialists 


Whether commissioning or 
buying art, the Federation 
of British Artists' experts 
make it easy and 
enjoyable for you. 

Find out more 
www.mallgalleries.org.uk 

8 commissions@mallgalleries.com 

020 7930 6844 


FEDERATION OF BRITISH ARTISTS 


The Mall, London SWl 
www.mallgalleries.org.uk 

Image: June Berry NEAC, August Afternoon 
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'Dahlias have heen out of favour for decades, hut have 
surged hack as a must-have border plant in recent years 


F or more than a quarter of 
a century, tulips and 
dahli as have shared top 
billing at Chenies Manor; 
swathes of bulbs lighting 
up the borders in spring, then the 
dahlias taking over the baton with style 
for summer. But with the soil 
increasingly full of the fungal disease 
fireblight, the tulips are, for now, 
planted in pots. That forced Chenies’ 
owner, Elizabeth MacLeod Matthews, 
into a change of emphasis. She decided 
to concentrate more of her energy on 
producing a stunning display of 
dahlias from June right through to the 
first frosts in autumn. Or, as she puts 
it, the garden has gone ‘dahlia mad’. 

Dahlias’ range of colours and 
shapes, undemanding nature and most 
importantly their long flowering season 
all add up to make them the perfect 
signature plant for a garden that plays 
host to thousands of visitors every 
year. ‘You have to have all-year-round 
interest if you are open to the public,’ 
says Elizabeth. ‘I always feel if I can 
hear people come through the archway 
and then say ‘wow’. Eve got it right.’ 
The oldest parts of Chenies Manor 


ABOVE Yew cones 
reflect the scale 
and drama of the 
house, and were 
planted decades 
ago by Elizabeth 
and her husband. 
ABOVE RIGHT 
The stunning 
metal sculpture in 
the white garden 
is framed with 
dahlias, lavender 
and nicotianas. 
BELOW RIGHT 
The white garden 
extends the 
gardening day 
-especially on 
a moonlit evening. 


date back to the 15th century. The 
brick manor house, with fortified 
tower and stepped gables, is at the 
heart of the garden. The house has 
been in the MacLeod Matthews family 
since Elizabeth and her late husband 
Alistair moved here in the 1950s. They 
set themselves the task of creating 
a series of compartments on the five- 
acre site, each with their own colour 
scheme and atmosphere. Visitors are 
enchanted by wildflowers, a yew maze, 
kitchen garden and sunken garden. 
Almost every ‘room’, aside from the 
physic garden, contains its own 
repertoire of dahlias. 

These blooms had been out of 
favour for decades, but have surged 
back as a must-have border plant in 
recent years. The reason, Elizabeth 
says, isn’t clear, but she thinks dahlias 
went out of fashion ‘partly because 
they were always grown in allotments 
- the big decorative ones. Using the 
single ones - the Bishops - is a reaction.’ 

Elizabeth doesn’t restrict her dahlia 
displays to the more restrained single 
flowers of ‘Bishop of Auckland’, 
though. How does she choose her 
colour combinations? ‘Pray!’ she says. 



‘Actually, I do it with crayons. 
I will sometimes put two reds together 
- ‘Bishop of Auckland’ and ‘Bishop of 
Llandaff’. Every year, I knock 
something out and replace it with 
something else.’ 

One of her favourite dahlias is 
‘Karma Prospero’, a lilac-pink double 
that complements perfectly the 
pink blooms of ‘Ballerina’ standard 
roses, combined with Cosmos 
‘Sensation’ and Nicotiana ‘Whisper’, 
both grown from seed. 

Most of the garden faces south. 
The soil is very light, containing 
masses of silt dumped on the 
land in the 18th and 19th centuries 
when the pool from a nearby paper 
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mill was cleared. Dahlias do best 
in fertile ground, so the fine, silty 
soil needs beefing up: that comes 
in the form of lashings of home-made 
compost from towering compost 
heaps in the adjacent farm, which 
is run by Elizabeth’s son Charles. ‘The 
compost heap is the start of 
gardening,’ she says. 

Like composting, the Chenies 
dahlia regime is rigorous. Once 
the first frosts hit, around October 
time, the tubers are taken up and 
bedded into one of the garden’s 
greenhouses - except the dahlias in the 
kitchen garden, which are overwintered 
in the ground under straw. ‘I always 
reckon if they go, they go,’ says ^ 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT 

Dahlia 'Bishop of Oxford'; D. 'Karma Choc' 
has velvety flowers and dark stems - praised 
for its long vase life; D. 'David Howard'offers 
flowers 1 0cm across; D.'Finchcocks'is 
perfect for the back of the border, reaching 
1 .4m; D. 'Bishop of Auckland' is adored by 
bees thanks to its single flowers; 

D. 'Grenadier'; D. 'Bishop 
of York' is perfect for the middle 
of a border; D. 'Stolz von Berlin' is 
a pompon style dahlia with spherical 
blooms held on stems 1 m in height. 

For more dahlias, see page 99. 
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Elizabeth. ‘I have got enough. I can 
gamble on that.’ 

The greenhouse tubers are kept 
completely dry and covered in straw 
and horticultural fleece over winter. 
In spring, the tubers needed for 
propagation are taken out and put on 
a heated propagator. Cuttings are then 
taken to renew the stock. The tubers 
are planted out in cutting borders 
when the danger of frost is over. 

‘I usually get my first dahlia flowers 
in June,’ says Elizabeth, ‘and very 
often, the colour in the garden is 
wrong for that colour of dahlia at that 
time, and I am taking the heads off 
until I get the colours right.’ 

The secret to good growth is adding 
lots of home-made compost when 
planting, then plenty of water and 
deadheading, deadheading and more 
deadheading. Elizabeth is assisted by 
her army of volunteers - including 
some from the Women’s Earm & 


The secret of good growth is lots of home-made compost 
when planting, then plenty of water and deadheading 


ABOVE other 
late-flowering 
perennials such 
as rudbeckias, 
heleniums, 
crocosmia and 
tradescantias 
add to the 
dahlia display. 


Garden Association - who love working 
in such beautiful surroundings. 

Almost all of Chenies’ dahlia tubers 
come from Bloms Bulbs in 
Bedfordshire, as do the tulip bulbs. 
But Elizabeth also takes dozens of 
cuttings each year to expand her dahlia 
empire yet further. Once established, 
the new plants go in the front of 
borders, while larger, more mature 
tubers go at the back. Any spares go on 
the plant stall to be sold to visitors, so 
nothing is ever wasted here. 

As well as providing months of 
colour, dahlias are also superlative as 
cut flowers, and ‘such fun’, as Elizabeth 
says. She fills wheelbarrows full of the 
large decorative dahlias that populate 
the kitchen garden, and a flower- 


arranging club has the weekly task of 
arranging them in vases for the house. 

Every year, she tries a new variety or 
two: the only problem, she says, is you 
can’t always believe what you read in 
the catalogues. ‘My soil is so great, and 
the compost we add is of such good 
quality, it makes everything taller than 
it says.’ As gardening issues go, that’s 
not a bad problem to have. 

Chenies Manor, Chenies, Bucks WD3 
6ER. Open until October on Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and bank holiday Mondays, 
2-5pm. Chenies Dahlia Festival is on 31 
August, 2-5pm. Tel: +44 (0)1 494 762888. 
www.cheniesmanorhouse.co.uk 

Elizabeth's top tips 
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Chenies garden notebook 



CIRCULAR BED 

A circular bed in the lawn at the Inner Court has 
been planted with Dahlia 'David Howard' two 
years running. Elizabeth has tried all sorts of plant 
combinations here, but finds the burnt-orange double 
flowers of this cultivar complement the brickwork of 
the house perfectly. The dahlia, which reaches 1.5m 
tall, is underplanted with Heuchera w7/osa 'Palace Purple' 
and lady's mantle {Alchemilla mollis). 


r 


Garden challenges 


UNDERGROUND GAPS: 'We have secret passages 
running underneath the garden - very Enid 
Blyton! - and this causes problems/ says Elizabeth. 
1n the middle of the white garden, I had 
a beautiful yew on a square base with a ball, and 
I couldn't think why it died. When we dug it up, 
it was on the top of one of the secret passages.' 


ALSO IN THE AREA 

If you are visiting Chenies Manor, 

Elizabeth recommends: 

• GARDEN Hatfield House This garden has 
a lovely sunken parterre garden with early 
plants. Hatfield AL9 SNQ.Tel: +44 (0)1 707 28701 0. 
www.hatfield-house.co.uk 

• PLANTS Garden Scene Chipperfield 

A traditional independent garden centre selling 
plants raised by the nursery next door. Chapel 
Croft, Chipperfield, Herts WD4 QEG.Tel: +44 
(0)1923 262492. gardenscene.webs.com 

• PLACE TO STAY The Bedford Arms A 200-year- 
old country house hotel and restaurant just 

a short walk from Chenies Manor. Chenies, 
Rickmansworth, Herts WD3 6EQ. Tel: +44 (0)1 923 
283301. www.bedfordarms.co.uk 


CONTAINER MAGIC 
A pair of formal, raised urns add height 
and drama to the white garden. In 
spring, they are home to white tulips, 
but in summer the displays are changed 
to white verbena and astelias.The 
containers are used to frame a white 
bench, which offers a secluded place 
to sit and enjoy the garden. 




WHITE WONDER 
The centrepiece of the white garden 
is an abstract metal sculpture by 
Bristol-based artist Pete Moorhouse. 
'It's beautiful in moonlight, as is the 
whole white garden,' says Elizabeth. 
There are dahlias here, too: 'Karma 
Serena'and the single-flowered 
'Twyning's After Eight'. Visit 
www.petemoorhouse.co.uk 


-top -tip^ 



Staking is vital for the taller dahlias, and while bamboo canes are permitted 
in the kitchen garden, they would be out of keeping with the rest of the garden. 

I use Monty Don's technique of making steel half-moon supports by bending 
a steel rod around a log. 

If I need new topsoil, it comes from 
the British Sugar Company in Bury St 
Edmunds. It's sandy and clean, because 
it comes from the washing of the sugar 
beet, and is very good. It comes in lorry 
loads, and we can keep it on the farm. 

• I allow plants to self-seed. If something 
comes up naturally, it wants to be there. 

A favourite self-seeder is Salvia sclarea var. 
turkestanica - the smell is absolutely 
disgusting, but it's a most beautiful plant. 

We have many beautiful hostas. Once 
I see them start to grow in spring - 
an old gardener used to call them 'pips'- 
I put compost around the growing tips, 
and this brings them on and gives them 
nutrients for the rest of the summer. 
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h While Collage Greenhouses 




Specialists in the design, production and installation 
of bespoke traditional glasshouses 


Fora free estimate call 01270 753826 
Or request a brochure at www.whitecottage.co.uk 







Frances and lain MacDonald have created a delightful garden of rooms 
^amid the rolling countryside-of County Wexford in Ireland ^ 

PHdf^RAPHS CAfiOLE DRAKE | WORDS FIONNUALA FALLON 
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RIGHT The fiery planting 
scheme in the hot border 
includes two varieties of 
crocosmia, lucifer'and 
'Rowallane Orange'; plus 
ladybird poppies and 
Lilium lancifolium 
'Splendens' BELOW In the 
Barn Garden, perennials 
include Veronicastrum 
virginicum 'Erica' Lychnis 
coronaria 'Alba' and 
Geranium Patricia. BELOW 
RIGHT Echinacea purpurea 
'Magnus' and 
Leucanthemum 
X superbum 'Shaggy' 
mingle with Verbena 
bonariensis and 
Ciematis 'Prince Charles' 
in Jardin Sheila. 





'MW 


S ituated on the most southeasterly tip of 
Ireland, County Wexford is an area of rolling 
farmland and wide, glimmering rivers that 
rise in the mountains and run slowly 
southwards towards the sea. Irish-born 
Frances MacDonald and her English-born husband 
Iain first moved here from London 34 years ago, lured 
by the possibility of a gentler pace of life and a mild, 
sunny climate conducive to good garden making. 
Professionally trained horticulturists, the couple had 
met at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, where they both 



worked back in the mid-1970s. It was, they say, a meeting 
of opposites, but love at first sight. 

The latter is also true of their home, a handsome 
19th-century farmhouse surrounded by two acres of 
gardens, which sits just outside the rural village of 
Camolin. Frances first spotted the property in 1981, a 
few months after Iain had taken the job of head 
gardener in residence to the late Commander Grenfell, 
at Clobemon Hall at nearby Ferns. 

‘I wanted it from the moment I glimpsed it,’ says 
Frances, ‘even though, at that stage, the house and 
surrounding farm buildings were pretty derelict. Known 
locally as ‘The Bay’, it hadn’t been occupied in almost 
a decade, and there was no garden to speak of. But 
the farmhouse was essentially sound, the soil was 
excellent - fertile, free-draining, slightly acid - and the 
views were wonderful.’ Although initially more cautious, 
Iain also succumbed, seduced by the beauty of the site. 
‘I knew the old farmhouse would make a wonderful 
backdrop to any garden,’ he says. The couple finally 
bought the house in 1988, moving in the following year 
with their two young children. 

Since then, the MacDonalds have poured their 
considerable energies into creating a large and lovely 
country garden that’s skilfully subdivided into a series 
of themed ‘rooms’, and is remarkable for the diversity 
and complexity of its planting. Its considerable charm 
owes much to this couple’s shared talents as gifted 
garden makers as well as their professional careers. Iain 
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GARDENS IRELAND 


now runs a successful landscape gardening business, 
while Frances is a monthly columnist with The Irish 
Garden magazine and a regular judge at garden shows. 
Both are also highly regarded garden guides with the 
tour company Travel Department, work that provides 
them with a constant source of inspiration. 

But back to those garden rooms. First to be created 
was the Serpentine Garden - a large, sunny space with 
winding flowerbeds that meander through a velvety 
lawn, its curving lines evoking the small, chattering 
stream that runs along the garden’s western boundary. 


genus of plants offers such a long period of interest; they 
are in flower in this garden from May until December.’ 
More grow in the small formal Rose Garden, where Iain 
has underplanted them with a frothy mix of Alchemilla 
mollis and catmint, as well as in the Gottage Garden, 
an intimate space tucked in front of the farmhouse. 

You’ll even find roses - the versatile, long-flowering 
floribunda ‘Florence Mary Morse’ - in the Bay Garden’s 
hot border, which lies in the southeast corner of the 
garden. By high summer, this is a place of saturated 
colour, a deliberate counterpoint to the adjacent 


JVlacT^onalds have poured their energies into creating 
a lovely garden skilfully subdivided into themed rooms 


The planting here is a carefully considered mix of 
trees, shrubs, perennials and ephemerals combined to 
give many seasons of interest, from the witch hazels 
{Hamamelis mollis) that fill the early spring air with 
their clean, sweet scent, to the Persian ironwood, whose 
fiery display of autumn foliage reminds Frances of her 
time as a student at Ireland’s National Botanic Gardens 
in Glasnevin. To one side, a small, south-facing, sunken 
patio sits next to the house, the latter’s walls cloaked in 
a tapestry of climbers that includes many varieties of 
clematis and roses. ‘People often tell us that roses are 
just too much work,’ says Frances, ‘but almost no other 


‘funereal border’ created by Frances in the late 1990s, 
which she has filled with a moody-hued band of 
sophisticates that includes the shrubby, sooty-leafed 
Physocarpus opulifolius ‘Diabolo’ and dark-crimson 
flowering Knautia macedonica. 

Those of fainter heart and less energy might have 
called a halt to garden making at that point, but not the 
MacDonalds, who saw the millennium year out with the 
creation of the Pool Garden. The planting here is 
nostalgically romantic; long borders either side of the 
formal rectangular pool mirror each other in soft shades 
of pink, lavender and silver-blue, including the elegantly 
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ABOVE The sunken patio 
next to the house, with 
walls clothed in clematis 
and roses weaving through 
Vitis vinifera 'Purpurea'. 
BELO\N Achillea 
'Moonshine', Veronicastrum 
virginicum, Perovskia'B\ue 
Spire' and Lythrum salicaria 
'Robert' rub shoulders 
by the tea room. 


^variegated purple milk thistle {Galactites tomentosa) 
which has self-seeded generously into the pebble paths. 
‘Iain expressing his feminine side,’ says Frances, with 
a grin. Soon after came Jardin Sheila, a joyful, 
productive space filled with fruit and flowers. 

From here, visitors approach what many say is the 
garden’s piece de resistance. Built in 2004 on the sloping 
former site of a threshing shed, in summertime the Barn 
Garden is a place of luminous, transparent beauty, its 
beds filled with the burnished foliage and feathery, 
frothy plumes of ornamental grasses, including varieties 



of pennisetum, calamagrostis, cortaderia, stipa and 
miscanthus. Through them, Iain and Frances have 
threaded long-flowering perennials such as Verbena 
bonariensis, pale-pink Geranium ‘Mavis Simpson’, 
magenta G. ‘Ann Thomson’ and steely blue Eryngium 
planum ‘Blaukappe’. Not only is the planting in 
harmony with the surrounding rural landscape, but it’s 
impressively low maintenance, too. ‘Once a year, I cut it 
all down to the ground with a hedge trimmer,’ says Iain. 

After this, the garden takes an unexpected twist - both 
figuratively and literally - as the ground plunges steeply 
downwards, leading visitors into the large Woodland 
Garden. Here, generous island beds are sculpted out of 
the damp hillside, filled with choice woodland plants. 
At the base of the slope, a gazebo offers a contemplative 
space for visitors to enjoy the view before circling back 
to the small but charming potager-style Kitchen Garden. 

Maintaining such an intensely planted garden, 
especially when combined with busy careers, must be an 
almost Herculean task, and yet the MacDonalds manage 
it with the help of just one part-time assistant. ‘Iain does 
the lion’s share,’ says Frances. How does he find the 
time? ‘I am an obsessive gardener, so I spend every spare 
minute in the garden. It’s a monster that consumes me,’ 
he admits, ‘but a beautiful monster.’ 

The Bay Garden, CamoMn, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford, 
Ireland. Open May to Sept, Sundays, 2-5pm; and in June, 
July and August on Fridays, 2-5pm. Also by appointment. 
Tel: +353 (0)53 9383349. www.thebaygarden.com 
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“The ‘^ay (garden notebook 



ECHOING THE LANDSCAPE 

One of the reasons that the Barn Garden sits so comfortably within the wider rural 
Wexford landscape is the repeated, rhythmic use of many different kinds of ornamental 
grasses, all members of the Poc/cec/e family, with growth habits that visually echo those 
of the cereal crops traditionally cultivated by local farmers in the surrounding fields. 


r 


Garden challenges 


COMPACTED SOIL: The soil was severely compacted, having been a working 
farm for so long/ says lain/We had to double-dig almost every inch of the ground 
in the Barn Garden, sometimes using a pickaxe, before adding barrow-loads of 
garden compost. A backbreaking, exhausting chore, but well worth it/ 



SUPERSTRUCTURES 
Garden structures are positioned very 
thoughtfully throughout this country 
garden, enticing visitors to explore 
them further. An example is the 
pretty wooden gazebo in the 
Woodland Garden, which can only be 
reached via a curving timber walkway 
that slices through a swathe of 
decorative, moisture-loving plants. 


VERTICAL GARDENING 
The garden is filled with climbers such as 
Rhodochiton atrosanguineus for vertical 
interest. Plant climbers for a generation to 
enjoy by putting in the hard work at the 
start with good soil preparation,' says lain. 
'We dig a hole 60cm wide and deep, and 
mix lots of home-made garden compost 
into the soil before planting, then water 
well. An annual spring mulch of garden 
compost helps maintain fertility.' 



I Ain 3 - TVAnte^ ' tip^ 



• Avoid years of weeding by getting rid of all 

perennial weeds and properly preparing the soil 
before you even think about planting. A lawn that 
is maintained and cut regularly will also help solve 
most weed problems. 

• Go forth and propagate. Propagating plants 
allows you much more choice, and is economical, 
enjoyable and satisfying. For example, of the 700 
plants that are used in the Barn Garden, the majority 
of them were propagated by us through division, 
cuttings and seed. 

w Designing a border is like writing a composition 
- don't mix your metaphors. Woodland and 
Mediterranean plants require different growing 
conditions, and what doesn't 
mix in nature will not mix 
well in a garden. Instead, 
make use of the different 
microclimates within your 
garden, and fill with plants 
that enjoy those conditions. 

Don't depend on 
an existing hedge in 
a neighbouring garden for 
shelter or privacy. They may 
decide to remove it just as 
your borders have matured, 
leaving you exposed. If you 
can, factor this in when 
planning the garden. 


ALSO IN THE AREA 

If you are visiting The Bay Garden, the 
MacDonalds also recommend: 

• NURSERY Camolin Potting Shed One of 

Ireland's best perennial nurseries, owned by 
Gerry and Susan Harford. It specialises in unusual 
perennials and clematis. Bolinaspick, Camolin, 

Co. Wexford, Ireland. Tel: -f 353 (0)53 9383629. 
www.camolinpottingshed.com 

• GARDEN AND NURSERY Coolaught Gardens 
& Garden Centre A lovely country farmhouse 
garden set on 2.5 acres, with many areas of 
interest, it has been owned by the Deacon family 
for four generations, and the garden centre is 
excellent. Coolaught, Clonroche, Enniscorthy, 

Co. Wexford, Ireland. Tel: -f 353 (0)53 9244137. 
www.facebook.com/CoolaughtGardens 
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OUTDOOR LIVING AT 

CEDAR NURSERY 

Come and meet our friendly, knowledgeable team 
and see our design led range of garden products; 
all available to view 7 days a week at our outdoor 
living centre in Cobham, Surrey. 

From outdoor kitchens, BBQs, wood-fired ovens 
and garden furniture to plants, planters, hot-tubs, 
oak buildings, Biossun Pergolas, Gabriel Ash 
greenhouses and garden rooms; we have beautiful 
products to complement your garden and create 
inspirational outdoor spaces. 

Help is at hand with our 3D design facilities and 
garden consultancy services, our fully qualified and 
experienced landscape architects will visualise 
your dream garden and outdoor entertainment 
space. 

Opening Hours: 

Monday to Saturday: 8.30am - 5.30pm 
Sunday: 1 0.30am - 4.30pm 


Call Click Visit 

01932 862473 landscaping.co.uk Horsley Road, Cobham, KT 1 1 3JX 



Cedar Nursery 

?\mts t Outdoor ^ 
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DESIGN I THREE OF A KIND 


FIRST IMPRESSIONS 


Landscape and garden designer Declan Buckley suggests three design 
ideas to make your front garden more attractive 



PLANTING PLOYS 

Clipped evergreens such as box, yew or 
Portuguese laurel are a great way to anchor 
a building, frame an entrance and add a sense 
of solidity. They work especially well in front 
gardens, where space is likely to be limited. 
Plants can be selected to work in either sunny 
or shaded situations. Adding a single hard- 
working small tree enhances any streetscape, 
and can ring the seasons. An urban street with 
its mix of spring-flowering trees raises the 
spirits. Amelanchier lomarckii (snowy mespilus), 
Malus X robusta 'Red Sentinel' (crab apple), Cercis 
siliquostrum (Judas tree) and Sorbus vilmorinii 
(mountain ash) are favourites for front gardens. 


NICE & NEAT 

Your front garden is the impression you give 
to the world. With so many rubbish and recycling 
bins required by local councils, your garden 
becomes a utility area. Keeping it neat and 
attractive can be difficult, so wherever possible, 

I design bespoke storage to stop bins being 
blown about or opened by urban foxes. Wooden 
structures made from western red cedar work 
well, either left to mellow to a silver grey, or 
painted to match the front railings or front door. 
Smells can build up in warmer months, so use 
a slatted structure rather than solid one to allow 
for air circulation. You could even add a green 
roof for more gardening space. 


GROWING UP 

Think vertical. Nothing looks as smart and 
welcoming as a house dripping with wisteria 
in full bloom. Be prepared to follow a rigorous, 
twice-yearly pruning regime. Restraining it to 
an allocated space encourages flowering and 
makes maintenance easier. Wisteria floribunda 
'Multijuga' (Japanese wisteria) has extravagant 
flowers up to 1 m long. For something more 
formal, use evergreen Trocheiospermum 
josminoides (star jasmine) trained on vertical 
steel wires to 'ground' a building and work as 
kind of a 'plinth'. Repeat-flowering roses 
on the front of a house have a romantic 
charm that's hard to beat. 


To find out more about Declan's work, visit www.buckleydesignassociates.com 
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SPECIALIST SUPPLIERS OE INSTANT 
HEDGES AND SPECIMEN TREES 



Professional Instant Hedge and Tree Installers, coupled 
with unrivalled customer satisfaction over 30 years. 



1 .8 - 2m high Beech in production 


Laurel just installed on site 


Instant maturity 


We create tree landscapes and green screens to suit every garden and 
gardener, from individual trees and instant hedges to bespoke UK wide 
projects for designers, architects and property developers 


Our tree nursery is a comprehensive shop window of Specimen and 
Screening trees. Topiary and Instant Hedges. Practicality Brown are the 
sole supplier of the Elveden Instant Hedge - the only true Instant Hedge 



Beautiful topiary Trees for immediate impact Privacy and noise screening 


PRACTICALITY BROWN LTD 

Iver Stud, Swan Road, Iver, Bucks. SLO 9LA. 

Tel: 01753 652022 Fax: 01753 653007 Email: sales@pracbrown.co.uk 

Find more information at: www.pracbrown.co.uk 



PRIVATE VIEW MODERN CLASSIC 


PRIVATE VIEW 

PHOTOGRAPHS NICOLA STOCKEN | WORDS STEPHANIE MAHON 


A walled garden in Berkshire has been transformed from flat and featureless into 
an intriguing space with different levels, features and themed rooms to discover 



D esigner Robin Templar Williams was called in 
by Philippa and James D'Arcy to redesign the 
half-acre walled garden at Wickham House 
in Berkshire in 2007. The space, surrounded 
by beautiful 1 9th-century walls, had in the 
past been used to grow cut flowers and vegetables for the house, 
but the couple wanted to create something more interesting 
- a series of garden rooms with different themes, from cottage 
planting to Mediterranean, all within a classic framework. 

The result is an updated 'English' style garden, featuring varied 
planting in both formal and informal areas. 


A swing seat 
from Fantails 
:^ww!fantailsjiet) 
by the pool at 
'Wickham House. 
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PRIVATE VIEW MODERN CLASSIC 


> FROTH OF FLOWERS 

This avenue of Alchemilla mollis and catmint Nepeta'Slx Hills Giant' 
leads to a wall fountain. Robin acknowledges this pairing is 
'a bit of a cliche, but I'm a great believer in good doers, and it is an 
all-time favourite combination' The climbers are planned to soon 
cover the entire woodwork of the pergolas, which are built from 
larch, to create 'a living green tunnel, consumed by the planting' 
Copper lamps hang between the struts to illuminate at night. 


The starting point of the design 
was the yet-to-be-constructed 
swimming pool, and a building 
beside it which was to contain 
a dining room, sitting room, art 
room and changing room. Robin 
suggested moving the site from the 
centre of the garden, and making 
the building asymmetric and 
L-shaped.This building and area 
became the point from which the 
rest of the garden design grew. 

Robin split the space into five 
separate areas using hedging and 
large pergola walks that run 
through the space at different 
angles. He wanted those 
experiencing the finished garden 
to feel immersed in each of the 
areas individually, so he used 
planting to obscure and reveal each 
diversely themed space in turn, as 
one journeys through the space. 
Gravel paths lead in various 
directions to benches and 
fountains, the swimming pool, the 
sunken lawn and summerhouse, a 
green-and-cream area and an 
informal walk around the periphery 


of the garden. 'The pergolas link the 
architectural elements of the 
garden,' he explains, 'and the careful 
use of large shrubs and trees such 
as yew and holm oak serve to hold 
and separate the spaces, and 
anchor all the different parts of 
the garden. I used the rest of the 
planting to soften the buildings 
and structures - the line of the 
design is strong, but the planting 
softens the edges.' 

The result is a classic garden 
of rooms with a modern twist. 
'There's a mix going on here, 
a fusion of old favourites like 
roses and lupins; integrated 
with high, wispy perennials such 
as gaura and cephalaria; and 
scatter-through plants, such as 
Stipa gigantea, which obscure the 
boundaries between areas without 
compartmentalising the design, 
and soften the formality and 
rigidity of the box and yew.' 

The garden opens for the 
National Gardens Scheme, and for 
groups of 20 or more by appt. May 
to Sept, www.wickhamhouse.com 


A A WELCOME WALK 

The entrance to the walled garden is through a wrought-iron gate 
in line with the house. The gravel path is edged with standard bay 
trees and box balls in lead containers, with borders of /r/s 'Black Tie 
Affair' alliums, cardoons and foxtail lilies. It leads to a gazebo, from 
which the pergola walks that define the garden spaces emanate. 




The result is a classic garden of 
rooms with a modern twist 


▼ TOUCH OF FORMALITY 

A more formal pathway is 
lined with yew hedges and 
box balls in lead containers 
- Philippa is now replacing 
these with new ones from 
Suregreen. Choisya bushes 
sit either side of another 
wall fountain. Both are 
from Architectural Heritage, 
a company that creates 
copies of original period 
pieces. This clean, crisp 
style contrasts with the 
floriferous, informal feel 
elsewhere in the garden. 



4 ALL GOING SWIMMINGLY 

The pool house was the pivot for the design. 
Robin took the opportunity to change levels 
here, and drop the pool down into the 
landscape, out of the eyeline of the rest of the 
garden. In the raised beds, which are built with 
drystone walls, he gave the area a Mediterranean 
feel, with eleagnus trees to mimic the look of 
olives. Cephalaria, Roso Graham Thomas and red 
lupins offer a warm scheme against the York 
stone paving. In a luxurious touch, steps 
continue down right into the swimming pool, 
which features dark-green tiles. 
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PRIVATE VIEW MODERN CLASSIC 


TREE TUNNEL 

A 'boscette' of multi-stemmed, 
high-pruned Malus toringo var. 
sargentii trees arch over a lawn in 
the green-and-cream area. Robin 
loves this variety of crab apple, 
and uses it often in his gardens. 

In spring, it puts on a show of 
white blossom, and In autumn it has 
colourful foliage and fruits. Beyond, 
through the gap in the yew hedge, 
is a contemporary figurative 
sculpture by the artist John Brown. 
Philippa has several of his works, 
which focus on relationships. 

See johnbrown-sculptor.co.uk 



4 HAPPY HUT 

Philippa found her rattan furniture at 
OKA (www.okadirect.com). The snug in 
the background was a custom build 
by Southview Garden Architecture, and 
then thatched by master thatcher Jason 
Morley (www.master-thatchers.co.uk). 

It is now smothered in Rosa 'Paul Noel'. 
This paved terrace also features large 
colourfully planted pots. 
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^ BEAUTIFUL BOWER 

This arched walkway was 
handmade byTristen May 
(www.tristenmay.co.uk). It is 
made from galvanised steel, 
and supports clematis such as 
The President'and climbing 
roses. After a few years, Philippa 
began to dislike the woody, 
bare look of the clematis in 
the offseason, and is soon 
replacing them with Group 2 
varieties, so this year the show 
is offered solely by roses. 





RELAXING SPOT 

Beyond the pergola and 
a beautiful early summer 
scheme of roses and 
foxgloves, there is a sunken 
lawn that ends in a raised 
deck with seating, and 
a summerhouse. The elegant 
Lavenham model from HSP 
Garden Buildings has a lead 
roof and a decorated interior, 
where Philippa and her 
husband James love to sit 
and enjoy the garden. 



ROBIN TEMPLAR WILLIAMS 
runs a garden and landscape design 
consultancy based in Wiltshire, 
specialising predominantly in large 
private gardens in the UK and 
internationally. Robin has received 
numerous awards including several 
RHS Gold Medals at RHS Chelsea and 
Hampton Court Palace Flower Shows. 
In addition to his design practice, he 
is very much involved with the 
industry, including the Society of 
Garden Designers (SGD), the British 
Association of Landscape Industries 
(BALI) and the Association of 
Professional Landscape Designers 
(APLD) USA. As well as designing, 
he is a director and co-principal of 
the Garden Design School, a private 
school teaching garden design 
to professional standards. 
www.robinwilliams.co.uk 
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TWO BEAUTIFUL MAGAZINES 
TO ENJOY EACH MONTH 
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STYLE SECRE TS 

Mcky Haslam, Jomim Atknta BartMi & 
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Subscribe to 
The English Home 

for an exclusive look 
inside the nation’s 
most gorgeous houses. 
Get advice from top 
interior designers and 
the inside track on 
decorating trends. 


If 
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^Aho inside... 

KIRSTY WARK's favourite plants & places 
. Picking CUT FLOWER paslasfronn the garden 
. Discover the exc iting art o f PLANT DYES 
Great them 


Subscribe to 

The English Garden 

and enjoy a wander 
around glorious 
gardens brought 
to life through 
captivating stories and 
inspiring photography 


OR SUBSCRIBE TO BOTH FOR JUST £59.50 


TO ORDER... 

www.chelseamagazines.com/TEG-P508 

% +44 (0)1858 438 854 quote CMMP508 


Available in print or digital. Offers displayed are UK Direct Debit offers only. Special credit card rates in the UK and elsewhere are also available. 









COMPILED BY/ VICTORIA MASON 


SHOPPING I AUGUST 



Be creative and highlight your outdoor space at night 



STYLISH DESIGN 


GUIDE THE WAY 


RELIGHT MY FIRE 


Wire weave lamp. Small, 30cm, £45. 
Medium, 34cm, £55. Large, 38cm, £72. 

Tel: +44 (0)20 75801990. 
WWW.! n-spaces.com 


Brass-effect lantern with a mirrored base. 
Designed to hold a pillar candle. 

46cm (H) X 1 6cm (W) x 1 6cm (L). £60. 

Tel: 0871 9835999. www.lauraashley.com 


Phoro torches made of teak from Tribu, available 
in three heights: 70cm, 90cm and 1 .1 m. 

Tel: +44 (0)1279 653200. 
www.moderngarden.co.uk 



GO MODERN 


ILLUMINATE WITH COLOUR 


ELEGANT STYLING 


Foscarini UTO outdoor suspension light. 
Available in white, yellow or orange. £282. 

Tel: +44 (0)1142 634266. 
www.davidvillagelightmg.co.uk 


Philips Hue Go connected portable light. Five 
colour and two white settings. 1 5cm (H) x 1 5cm 
(W) X 7.9cm (D). Battery powered. £79.95. 

Tel: 0345 6049049. www.johnlewis.com 


Wall light in grey with soft-white interior. 
25cm (H) X 42cm (depth from wall) x 29cm 
(shade diameter). Needs one E27 bulb. £70. 

Tel: 0844 8580744. www.coxandcox.co.uk 



BURN BABY BURN 

Lighthouse garden oil lamp in white. Small, 24.5cm 
(H), £62. Medium, 38cm (H), £78. Tall, 54cm (H), 
£109. Tel: +44 (0)1889 502716. 
www.black-by-design.co.uk 


LIT FROM ABOVE 

LED parasol combining a patio umbrella 
and a garden light. It comes with a one-touch 
dimmer. From £2,710. 

www.foxcatdesign.com 


SLEEK LOOKS 

Wessex 2 light cylinder stainless steel wall bracket. 
26cm (H) X 1 1 cm (W) x 1 0cm (D). £94.80. 

To find your local stockist, visit 
www.darlighting.co.uk 
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Happy days at 

Hampton Court 



RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower Show celebrated its 25th 
anniversary this year, and it was jam-packed with great 
gardens, plants, shopping, demos and celebrity sightings 


Designer Ann-Marie Powell was delighted with her Gold medal for 
her Macmillan Legacy garden, which was inspired by the need we all 
have in times of turmoil to find solace and a place to unwind. 


Raymond BJanc wash 
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schooJchiJdren and ^ 
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We enjoyed meeting readers and 

admiring their plant purchases. 

3ur magazine stand was presented 
with a 3 Star Trade Stand Award - 

partly due to the stunning blooms 
Lv Lfarkness Roses. 


/C» 7 t 


We loved the bird and bee houses 
on the City Twitchers Garden, 
and the lovely bird feeders, which 
were created by British company 
Green Sc Blue (www. green 
andblue.co.uk), which also makes 
great ‘bee bricks’ and other 
wildlife-friendly products. 




The UK's leading online suppliers of landscaping materials 

Decorative Gravel & Slate | Pebbles & Cobbles | Boulders & 

Rockery | Paving | Bark & Topsoil | Rock Salt & Play Sand 

T: 01 629 636 21 0 E: sales@stonewarehouse.co.uk W: www.stonewarehouse.co.uk 



FREE DELIVERY TO UK MAINLAND EXCEPT HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS 

FOR POST CODE EXCEPTIONS PLEASE SEE TERMS AND CONDITIONS/SHIPPING AND HANDLING ON WEBSITE 


DISCO^UNT 

FOR ALL NEW 
CUSTOMERS ON 
‘ FIRST OROER 


74 Station Road, Deeping St James, PE6 8RQ 


info@wildbirdfood.uk.com 


Opening hours: Mon-Fri: 8am-5pm Sat: 9am-3pm 


ty SHOPPING SATISFACTION | 

‘Shopping Satisfaction’ 

Independent feedback system. 


Read all customer reviews 
on website. 


Merchant 
rating score: 

4.9/5 


With over 25 years experience, our in-house blend of bird food is made 
with the finest ingredients. We pride ourselves on being the best at satisfying 
all of your wild bird and pet food needs - at wholesale prices! 


We hope you enjoy shopping 
with us at Kennedy. 


SHOP ONLINE: WWW.WILDBIRDFOOD.UK.COM 


ENTER COUPON COOE 
NEW10 AT CHECKOUT 


OR PHONE YOUR ORDER THROUGH ON 01778 342665 


In addition to our home produced wild 
bird seed mixes and straight seeds, 
we also sell a wide range of suet and 
fat products, mealworms, bird feeders, 
nest boxes, bird feeding accessories 
and a wide variety of other pet foods. 

First time buyers will receive a 10% 
discount by simply entering "NEW10' 


Pe+er, Avvv\e (X/\d +kie 


under the coupon code section at the 
checkout. Earn loyalty points for each 
order placed. Points redeemable for 
cash discount on subsequent orders. 

(See terms and conditions.) 





Carpe Diem Common Rd, Bressingham, Diss, Norfolk IP22 2BD 


the 

SWI;’ 


‘OMD 

company 


Design & Construction of Natural Swimming Ponds 


• No chemicals 

• Attractive to wildlife 

• Clear water 

• Show Swimming Pond 

• As featured on BBC 

• See our website for next open day 


Swim in Life 
Sustaining Water and 
Connect with Nature 
01379 688000 


www.theswimmingpondcompany.co.uk 





SET IN THE BEAUTIFUL 
COUNTRYSIDE OF RURAL KENT & 
LESS THAN I HOUR FROM LONDON 


FOR MORE DETAILS VISIT 
hevercastle.co.tik 
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LITTLE SNIPPETS LATE SUMMER 


Create a pretty posy using annuals, perennials and herbs, and fill your 
^ home, with the colour and aromas of the season ^ 
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LITTLE SNIPPETS LATE SUMMER 


I t takes moments to pick and arrange 
a posy, but the pleasure it gives 
endures for days, depending on the 
flowers. Some are long-lasting - pink 
sedums and tiny chrysanthemums 
stay perky for more than a week in fresh water, 
and Japanese anemones last a few days. 
Gaura, on the other hand, soon wilts, but is 
worth replacing daily for its airiness, hovering 
like a butterfly above more dense blooms. 

Small in stature, a posy relies upon larger- 
than-life forms, seductive colour, contrasting 
textures and scent to draw attention. On 
a balmy summer’s evening, the aromas of 
flowering herbs such as basil, oregano, mint, 
catmint, lavender and fennel waft invitingly. 
Fennel is also invaluable for adding a feathery 
softness that complements stronger silhouettes. 

Colour is key to creating very different 
effects. You could go for an all-white 
arrangement, or a soft blend of pink and 
white. Darker hues or a blend of hot colours 
can be very striking. Opposing colours can 
work really well together - orange works 
brilliantly with purples or blue, for example, 
as shown in our posy here (right and below). 
Work with what you have, and experiment. 





Edible aromatic 
The August garden offers many flowers for 
cutting. This posy combines the dainty white 
flowers of basil (above left) with the pale-pink 
blooms of apple mint (above centre), hot- 
coloured flowers, such as nasturtium (above right) 
and fennel (left), and the contrasting, cooler 
mauve and blue flowers of oregano, lavender 
Lavandula angustifolia 'Hidcote' (right) and 
catmint A/epeta 'Walker's Low'. This striking posy 
not only looks beautiful, but it is aromatic too, 
as the foliage and flowers of many of the 
plants are scented. The earthenware vase 
gives the arrangement a rustic feel. 
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It’s worth taking a few simple measures 
to ensure the flowers in your posies last. Only 
pick flowers when the weather is dry, avoiding 
the heat of the day, and strip back foliage from 
the length of stem that sits below the water 
line to avoid decay and sullied water. Use 
secateurs or sharp scissors to cut the flowers’ 
stems cleanly and at an angle - this creates 
a larger surface area to absorb water, while 
preventing the stem sitting flat on the base of 
the vase and sealing over. Clean vases 
thoroughly with bleach, and fill with tepid 
water, changing it every other day. 

The vase and flowers that you use should 
complement one another in terms of 
shape and colour. A vase that has a small 
neck is useful - you’ll need fewer plants to 
fill it, and there is less chance that the posy 
will flop and look gappy. A single posy is 
a simple affair, but an elaborate floral 
centrepiece is easily created by grouping 
several together - you could use three crystal 
glasses, each of a different size, for example. 
For pretty do-it-yourself wedding table 
arrangements, scour charity shops for assorted 
china tea cups and saucers, and fill with 
freshly picked blooms. ♦ 






T^retty in pink 

You can keep the show going through 
September if you choose your plants well. 
Late-summer perennials are essential for keeping 
colour and interest in the garden, and many 
make great cut flowers too. This fresh-looking 
pink and white posy combines the dark and light 
pinks of Sedum spectabile Autumn Joy' {above 
left), Echinacea purpurea {above centre) and 
chrysanthemum {above right) with the ice-white, 
daisy-like blooms of Anemone hupehensis {left), 
and airy sprays of Gaura lindheimeri (right). The 
posy is complemented by a small glazed vase 
and the vibrant colours of fresh soft fruit. 
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Manufacturers of High Quality British Hand Made Cedar Greenhouses, 

Garden Buildings and Coldframes. 


C PEFC/16-37^1550 


562 610 


Woodpecker Joinery (uk) m 

"Putting the wood 

back into Greenhouses" 


100% Bniiislrma^e 



Pensthorpe 
Natural Park 


One of England s best secret gardens 

Telegraph 

"TMir - ~ ‘^^-1 ' 1 * rt ■ " 
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4 stunning gardens, 1 great day out 
Open from 10am | Fakenham NR21 OLN 
www.pensthorpe .com 






IMAGE/HEATHER EDWARDS WORDS/VICTORIA MASON 


GARDEN PATHS EDUCATOR 



Teaching skills 

Ruth Whitty works at Kingston Maurward College in Dorset, 
where she is a horticultural tutor and a technician/instructor 


My love of horticulture began when I was three - 1 can’t 
understand why I didn’t see it until I was 40. 

My family are all farmers. I was brought up eating the 
freshest vegetables grown in our walled garden. I was 
a wild child, always running loose on the limestone cliff 
tops of Ringstead Bay near Weymouth. 

I didn’t get many qualifications at school. I was 

encouraged to get a ‘proper’ job. I was a dental nurse, 
secretary and receptionist, all the time resenting the fact 
that I was indoors. After having children, I worked back 
on the farm, before managing a vegetable harvesting and 
packaging plant. The farm was taken over, so I decided 
to retrain in horticulture at Kingston Maurward. 

I was finally in the right place and able to learn. I have 
a National Certificate in Horticulture, and a City & 
Guilds Garden Design certificate. Design and plants was 
my favourite topic, so I started a business with my 
partner Roger. We made gardens together for a few 
years. Then I became ill and that stopped me for a while. 


I was offered a job at Kingston Maurward. The college 
was opening the gardens to the public for the first time, 
with its National Collection of Salvias and Penstemons. 
I promoted the gardens, and ran the visitor centre. 

After gaining a teaching qualification. I’m now 
a technician/instructor and a tutor on the RHS Level 2 
Certificate in Practical Horticulture. My job includes 
collecting plant specimens for the students to identify - 
they learn about a huge range of plants at the college. 

I feel really proud when my students gain their plant 
knowledge. My heart leaps. I love how we can lift 
someone’s spirits to the point where it’s life-changing. 

The best part of my job is the plants. I enjoy messing 
about with them, being outside, collecting and keeping 
up the resource. And I love the people. 

Retirement is looming. I’m cutting down my hours now, 
as I’m 66. But I’d hate to give it up entirely - as long as 
I can garden, I will carry on. ♦ 
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COURSES PLANT DYES 


Jane Meredith 


runs workshops 


plant dyes from 


flowers, leaves 


and hus|s at her 
garden in the 
Wye Valley, 
turning fleeces 
into colourful 
wool rugs 
and blankets. 







fHer garden is a combination of river bed, vegetable garden and plantings 
of flowers for dyeing - a colourful spectacle of blooms 



A good-looking and productive garden of 
fruit, vegetables and flowers is something 
gardeners strive for. But some people want 
more, and take on a smallholding too. 
For one dedicated woman, Jane Meredith, 
the pursuit of self-sufficiency led her to go one step 
further - using flowers from her garden to dye wool and 
fabrics for her family’s clothes. 

‘When I first got married, there was a strong self- 
sufficiency movement, and my husband Julian and I were 
very much part of that,’ explains Jane. ‘We had a two-acre 
plot in Norfolk with chickens, pigs and goats, and 
grew our own veg.’ So with three young daughters to clothe, 
when a friend offered her a spinning wheel and a few lessons, 
she snapped it up. This new skill led to an interest in knitting. 
‘But the children soon got bored of my plain knitted 
creations,’ she says. ‘One day, a friend and I decided to jazz 
the wool up a bit by making plant dyes in a pot over 
a bonfire. We enjoyed it, so I carried on experimenting, and 
one thing led to another. It turned out that, although not 
artistic as a child, I was good with colour.’ 

WAYS WITH WOOL 

The couple moved to Herefordshire in 1996, to a dreamy 
cottage with an acre of land by the River Wye. Famed for its 
wool production, this county was the perfect place to expand 
Jane’s skills. Her garden there is a combination of river bed, 
vegetable garden and plantings of flowers for dyeing - 
a colourful spectacle of blooms. 


ABOVE Course 
participants 
gather flowers 
and leaves for 
dyeing in Jane's 
garden. LEFT 
Onion skins are 
used to turn the 
wool yellow. 
BELOW LEFT 
Coreopsis flowers 
turn fabrics red. 
OPPOSITE 
Buddleja flowers 
make a natural 
brown dye. 
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‘‘T^sults can he different each time - that’s what 
makes lifting the wool from the dye pot exciting 


Her dyeing workshops started by accident, when she was 
asked to provide something for a school auction of promises, 
and offered a course on dyeing wool with plants. ‘After that, 
I realised that I was good at sharing my passion, and the 
workshops slowly built up,’ she says. 

Although she grows all the plants for her flower dyes on 
site, wool is the key ingredient for Jane’s courses, but she has 
never kept sheep. ‘You need quite a lot of land to keep sheep,’ 
she says, ‘so I buy rare-breed fleeces from farming friends.’ 

COLOUR CARE 

Most of Jane’s workshops run over a few days, and take the 
participants through the whole gamut of activities, from 
preparing the wool to dyeing it and then spinning and 
weaving a piece of fabric to take home. 

The process starts with sorting and washing the fleeces, 
which are placed in boiling water with soapy solution and 
left overnight. The excess water is put on the garden, and the 
fleeces are hosed down until the water runs clear. They are 
then put in an old-fashioned, top-loading spin dryer. 

Next, Jane boils the wool with a mordant to prepare 
the material to take the dye, helping to ‘fix’ or ‘set’ 
the colour. There are various types of mordants, and 
each one gives a different effect on the treated wool 
once dyed - some work best in partnership with particular 


plant dyes. Jane looks to the garden, and boils up rhubarb 
leaves to make one of her mordants. 

Flowers for dyeing are picked from the garden, to be added 
to a cauldron over a flame, and cooked up with the prepared 
wool. Jane instructs her groups clearly as to which plants to 
pick to create their desired colours. Onion skins make 
a bright-yellow dye, while Coreopsis tinctoria gives an 
antique-red and russet finish. Walnut leaves make a very rich 
brown, and buddlejas create a brown or yellow tone. ‘The 
colours are not an exact science, and results can be slightly 
different each time - that is what makes lifting the wool from 
the dye pot so exciting,’ explains Jane. Once the wool has 
been dyed and dried out in the open air, Jane’s workshop 
participants learn to ‘card’ two different wools together, and 
have a weaving lesson on a Brinkley loom. 

The courses are hands on, with groups of between 10 and 
12 people all leaving with something they have created... and 
colourful fingers! ‘I don’t blind people with science,’ says 
Jane. ‘I prefer that they have fun and enjoy the wonderful 
setting here by the river.’ 

Jane Meredith is running workshops at her cottage on 1 -3 and 
21-24 August; and 5-7 September. Learn about wool and 
natural plant dyes, and have a go at felting, dyeing and 
weaving. Tel: +44 (0)1 981 590370. www.plantdyedwool.co.uk 


ABOVE LEFT 

The dyed wool is 
taken from the 
pot as it cools, 
and left to drain. 
Clothes pegs on 
each piece 
indicate which 
mordant was 
used to set the 
dye, so those on 
the course can 
see the different 
shades they 
produce. ABOVE 
RIGHT Jane's 
stone cottage sits 
by the River Wye. 
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INSURANCE 


THE ENGLISH GARDEN INSURANCE OFFER 

Great value, better cover: 
what could be simpler? 




DISCOUNT 



To help you protect your home and garden and save you money. The English Garden 
has negotiated preferential rates with leading insurance brokers SmithGreenfield. 
High Net Worth insurance cover can be very beneficial to readers whose homes are 
valued at over £250,000 or whose contents are worth more than £50,000 


R eaders of The English Garden may be 
able to save on their current insurance 
premiums and improve the scope of 
their cover by changing to a specialist 
High Net Worth insurance cover via 
specialist broker SmithGreenfield Services. 

High Net Worth policies may often be cheaper, as they 
are underwritten correctly. A standard insurer may 
assume that the more an individual owns, the greater the 
risk. The reality is that the people who own valuables take 
good care of them. 

The advantages of High Net Worth policies include 
worldwide 'all risks' contents cover, agreed value 
settlements on items of high value, and restoration 
and depreciation cover for antiques and fine art. 
Garden plants, statues and furniture can be included at 
generous limits. 

The English Garden is delighted to offer readers access 
to effective and bespoke insurance through 
SmithGreenfield, who will provide confidential quotations, 
advice and information at no charge. Readers also benefit 
from a 1 0% discount. 


SPECIAL BENEFITS 

• Specialist cover for garden plants, 
furniture and statuary 

• Worldwide 'all risks'cover for all 
your possessions 

• Cover includes 'new for old' 
replacement 

• Prompt claims handling 

• Full accidental damage 



For a free quote or more information, tel: 0844 873391 9 
or visit www.snriithgreenfield.CO.uk and go to the private clients' page 

The English Home & Garden insurance offer is administered by SmithGreenfield Services pic, who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
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wArtisan 

'/f PLANT SUPPORTS 

— I www.artisanptantsupports.co.uk 


A range of 
beautiful hand 
crafted steel 
plant supports 
and obelisks 
designed 
to provide 
architectural 
structure 
within the 
garden 
whilst also 
complimenhng 
and enhancing 
the plants 
features. 


Visit our website or telephone to request a brochure: 

WWW. artisanplantsupports .co.uk 
Email: info@artisanplantsupports.co.uk Tel: 01538 753128 
Woodside Farm, Clamgoose Lane Kingsley Moor, Staffordshire ST 10 2EG 



OXFORD 

PLANTERS 


The Finest in British Outdoor Joinery 


Oh 

O 

■S 

< 


Designers and manufacturers of hardwood 
Planters and garden furnishings. 

For more information email 

info@oxfordplanters.co.uk or call 01608 683022 

www.oxfordplanters .co .uk 

Other services include a bespoke joinery service for all 
interior & exterior design. 


All products manufactured in the Cotswolds using sustainable timber 





www.carriercompany.co.uk 
+44 (0)1328 820699 
Church Farm House, Wighton, Norfolk, NR23 lAL, UK 


Rural Workwear & Accessories. 
Handmade in Norfolk, Englan'd. 
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66b keder 

greenhouse 


We are not a poly tunnel or glasshouse company, but 
designers and manufactures of the proven , next 
generation growing environments. 

XL 



Proven to withstand wind 
speeds in excess of 140mph 

Low Maintenance 

Excellent light transmission 

Available in a wide range of sizes 

Excellent heat retention 

Resistant against extreme weather conditions 

Can be extended as your requirements grow 

The strongest greenhouse available 

Extend your growing season 

Unique Bubble and bead system 

1 0 year guarantee against UV degradation 


Keder Greenhouses Limited 

Newtown, Often ham, Evesham, Worcestershire WRIt SRZ 

t: ^^44 (0) 1386 49094 sales@kedergreenhouse.co.uk 
www.kedergre^house.co.uk ^ @KederGreenhouse 
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HIGH SEASON 

The height of summer brings with it a razzmatazz of colour to Stockton 
Bury in Herefordshire. Tamsin Westhorpe shares her month in the garden 

PHOTOGRAPHS JOHN CAMPBELL 


T his month is when some of our classic 
summer favourites have given up 
flowering and fruiting, and a brave show 
of bold plants throw up flowers under 
what can be a very hot sky. The sweet 
peas are over, but we leave them in the garden to dry out 
the seedpods, which will be collected once they turn the 
colour of a brown paper bag. 

The straw has been lifted from under the strawberries, 
and the summer-fruiting raspberries are cut back. But 
the summer garden is far from over - it may have a very 
different identity, but it’s got lots left in it yet. Alpine 
strawberries provide me with a tasty snack as I weed the 
scarlet pimpernel out of the fruit frame, and the ripening 
plums and damsons have become the family’s staple 
pudding - with a blob of cream, of course. Make sure 


you clear up the fallen fruits quickly, as the flies will soon 
move in. Runner beans are part of every main course 
this month, and we are drowning in courgettes. 

Fresh flowers from Anemone hupehensis are joined by 
the dashing dark-red flowers of Dahlia ‘Bishop of 
Llandaff ’. The honey bees are enjoying the blue flowers 
of Strobilanthus attenuata and the orange blooms of 
Helenium ‘Sahin’s Early Flowerer’ in the pigeon house 
garden. For garden visitors with a preference for cooling 
pastel shades. Althaea armeniaca offers much- 
appreciated, soft-pink blooms. 

As the month travels through to its end, I enjoy 
spotting the first flash of pink from Nerine ‘Zeal Giant’ 
and hunting down the first colchicums. The seedheads 
of faded flowers offer yet more drama - a favourite being 
the giant seedheads of Eryngium alpinum ‘Blue Star’. 


ABOVE The perennial sweet 
pea, Lathyrus rotundifolius, 
climbs the fruit frame, and 
Diascia personata provides 
enduring pink flowers in 
front of the greenhouse. 
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JOBS THIS MONTH 




RIGHT Carrots cope quite 
well in dry weather. For the 
sweetest carrots, harvest 
late in the day. 


August is all about holidays and lounging on the lawn, 
so it is tempting to put gardening on the back burner. 
But the garden still needs attention if you are to carry 
on the summer show for as long as possible. In the 
kitchen garden, carrots, potatoes, marrows, runner 
beans and tomatoes are ripe for picking, and it’s the 
month when all your efforts earlier in the year pay off. 

Even in very dry summers, we avoid watering the 
kitchen garden here, and save our water for plants in 
containers. If you are gardening on a very well-drained 
sandy soil, you’re going to be far more likely to water. If 
plants are left to dry out, you will encourage bolting and 
powdery mildew, and if over- watered you will encourage 
carrots to split and possible problems from fungal 
diseases. Therefore, if you do water this month, do so 
first thing in the morning, and water well less often. 

With the number of visitors we have here, the lawns 
are put under pressure. As lawns will bounce back, there 
is little that can be done to rescue them at this time of 
year, so save your water. To give your lawn a break 
however, move garden furniture to a different spot, and 
change your well-trodden routes around the garden if 
the look of your lawn is important to you. 

It’s the month to don a straw hat, keep up with hoeing 
and enjoy watching the dominant colours of the garden 
change to more fiery tones. 



To give your lawn a break, move garden furniture to 
a different spot, and change your well-trodden routes 



There is box hedging around the kitchen garden and 
a cone-shaped specimen by the small pond. Box 
puts on most of its growth between April and June. 
If you only have the time to prune it once a year, 
then August is the best month. If clipping at this 
time, choose a dull day, as the plant is less likely to 
suffer from burnt leaves. For a neat and ordered 
result, clip them in late May and again in September or 
October. When clipping small specimens, 

I prefer to use hand shears rather than a petrol or electric 
trimmer. It is essential to use a sharp and clean pair of 
hedging or topiary shears for the best results. 
Clipping too often will create a very dense plant, and 
the lack of air circulation can encourage box blight. 

If you spot signs of the disease, you will have the 
upsetting task of removing and destroying the plant. 

I am always sure to clear up fallen leaf litter, as spores 
can remain viable in the leaf litter. There is now 
a chemical control for box blight on the market called 
Bayer Fungus Fighter that I have yet to try. 







IN SEASON 


HOT TO TROT 

Hot pinks and yellows are dominant in the garden 
in August. The honey bees that visit the garden at 
this time of year are thankful for the large number of 
open single flowers that greet them. 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT 

Aster xfrikortii 'Monch'; Verbascum chaixii is 
a perennial form that enjoys a position of full sun; 
Echinacea purpurea forms generous clumps with 
flowers measuring up to 1 2cm across; Echinacea 
'Art's Pride' is a fairly new plant that seems to cope 
well without staking - easy to spot thanks to its 
reflexed petals and unique colour; Persicaria 
amp/ex/cc/L/Z/s Taurus f'Blotau') enjoys a position 
of sun or partial shade, is rabbit resistant and 
offers a height and spread of about 1 m; 
He/en/tvm'Wesergold'; Kniphofia 'Nancy's Red'; 
Anemone x hybrida 'Pamina'. 







IN THE GARDEN I AUGUST 


TOP TASK 


CoiA-iroiiiiA^ 

Campanula lactiflora and latifolia offer a very 
exuberant display in the July garden. They don’t 
offer seedheads that add greatly to the border, so 
I am inclined to cut back those at the edge of the 
border right down to the base now. I take this 
opportunity to cut back the faded perennials that are 
stealing light from the colchicums, which are hiding 
under them. If you forget to cut plants back, you 
could miss out on these stunning low-growing 
flowers. The first of the nerine flowers will be 
appearing soon, and it’s ‘Zeal Giant’ that steals the 
show here with shocking-pink blooms. Ours enjoy 
the hot spot at the foot of the south-facing kitchen 
garden wall, and if any faded perennials are 
interfering with a fresh show, they are cut back. 



I take this opportunity to cut hack the faded perennials that are stealing 
light from the colchicums, which are hiding under them 


PROPAGATION STATION AiU ^iuixion 


BELOW, FROM 
LEFT TO RIGHT 

Small sections of 
astrantias are gently 
pulled away from the 
parent plant; pot them 
on and water. They will 
be ready to plant out in 
late spring; basal 
cuttings of lychnis. 


Astrantias offer a fantastic show through June and July, 
my favourites being the deep maroon 'Venice' and the 
pale 'Roma'. To increase our stock, we divide the plants 
now. Lift a clump from the garden and gently pull away 
sections of the plant, and pot them up in a well-drained 
compost, and plan to plant them out next spring. Water 
the parent plants after dividing. 

Another plant that has been a success in the garden 
this year is Lychnis viscorio. In order to create more for 
spring planting, take basal cuttings now. Traditionally 


these are taken in spring, but if you have a polytunnel or 
greenhouse you can take them now. This technique is the 
only way of increasing stock of sterile hybrids that don't 
produce seeds such as Lychnis viscaria 'Splendens Plena'. 
Don't be tempted to take too many cuttings from one 
plant. Simply take a cutting from under the lowest leaf 
node at the base of the stem. Then remove the lower 
leaves from the cutting, and pop it in a pot of well-rotted 
compost. The benefit of taking this type of cutting is that 
you don't have to uproot the whole plant from the soil. 






ABOVE The hydrangeas 
that flank the fruit frame 
offer a riot of colour. To 
ensure a bounty of flowers, 
the old wood is pruned out 
in February. RIGHT The 
Dingle is a cooling place 
for shade-loving plants 
such as astilbe. 


PLANTS FOR HEIGHT 


The most dominant colours in the garden now are yellow and orange, and the 
gallery of tall plants at this time is impressive. In spring, you have your nose on 
the floor admiring the low-growing woodland plants; and in August, you’re 
looking up at giants. My favourites are Eupatorium purpureum {below left), 
with purple flowers that reach up to 2.5m; Inula racemosa {below right), with 
bright-yellow blooms; and Rudbeckia ‘Herbstsonne’. 




Remember to... 


• Divide plants such 
as the spotted orchid 
Dactylorhizo fuchsii. 

Before the plants 
die down for winter, 
gently lift a very 
healthy clump and 
loosen off the soil. 

You should find that 
baby plants are 
tangled up with the 
parents {right), and 
these can then be 
potted up and moved 
to a different part 
of the garden if 
required. You should only 
lift and divide the orchids 
if you have an established 
clump and wish to move 
them to another part 
of the garden. 


• The spring-flowering 
forms of Anemone 
nemorosa will have 
died down now. If you 
have large clumps, lift 
some of the roots 
{right) - 1 think they 
resemble pretzels. Then 
simply place them flat 
on the surface in a pot 
of compost, and cover 
them with about 2cm 
of compost. Next spring, 
you will have new plants 
- great Easter gifts 

for friends. 

• Continue to edge 
your lawns {right) - 
nothing makes 

a garden look so good 
for so little work. 


• If your sweet peas 
are over, allow the 
seed to dry out in the 
pods on the plant, 
and then collect 
them when dry. For 
successful storage, 
they must be dry. 
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LATE COLOUR 


tkt 


RIGHT Eucomis pole-evansii 
is largely perceived as half 
hardy, but some contest 
this. Plant deep in 
a sheltered spot, and it 
should cope with winter. 
Foliage does not arrive 
until mid-May, when most 
frosts have passed. 
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To fill gaps in a border and add drama in August, make 
a note to order some eucomis bulbs in spring. Eucomis 
pole-evansii is an impressive plant that only starts to 
put on a show in July. Grown in a sunny, sheltered spot, 
it will reach more than Im and is a real talking point. 
We grow them in pots so they can be dropped into 
borders or container displays for a late-summer treat. 
We overwinter them in the tunnel, but they can cope 
left out in some situations. 

"Don’t he temfted to have open water in a polytunnel, 
as this will encourage biting insects to breed 



Looking after a plant-packed 
polytunnel is a challenge at this 
time. With temperatures rising, it is 
vital that watering is a daily task. The 
tomatoes and cucumbers are offering 
a regular supply of fruits now, but let them dry out 
or water them inconsistently, and the fruits will split. 

If you are going on holiday, you will need to install 
an automatic watering system or ask a friend to 
make daily checks on your polytunnel. Watering in 
the morning is more beneficial. I use a hose with 
a lance - the tricky part is not to let pots on the floor 
get dragged along with a heavy hose. Don't be 
tempted to have open water in the tunnel, as this will 
encourage biting insects to breed. To prevent the 
spread of pests and diseases and allow the plants to 
cope with high temperature, ventilate daily. 

For those thinking of installing a polytunnel, now 
is a great time to order one. Installing a tunnel when 
there is less chance of high winds and rain is sensible. 
It is worth noting that if you are working in the 
tunnel, you will still need sun protection - you're not 
protected from UV rays in there, so be careful. 



ON TRIAL: 


Every garden can find a use for an obelisk, be it 
to support annual climbers in pots or perennial 
climbers in borders. However large or small 
your plot, adding height to a garden is vital. 
This summer, I have put the Elegance Obelisks 
from Agriframes on trial. There are three 
heights to choose from: 1 .35m (width 18cm), 

1 .5m (width 22cm) and 1 .7m (width 25cm), and 
you can choose an untreated finish for a rustic 
look, rust-resistant black or a sage-green finish. 
All are made of solid steel, so will last for years 
and can be left out all year round. 


The sage-green was my choice, as the colour 
does not take attention from the plants. The 
finial is classic, and the legs generous enough 
to hold the structure firmly in the ground. 

My advice would be to buy more than one 
obelisk to create a uniform look in the garden. 
Also, buy a larger size than you think - 
remember the bottom 22cm of it will be under 
the soil. This range offers an attractive set of 
obelisks that are both practical and decorative. 
Prices start at £27.75; available mail order from 
tel: 0845 2604450 or www.agriframes.co.uk 4 
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Chenies, Buckinghamshire WD3 6EP 

(M25 - Ext 18 - A404 towards Amersham) 

Tel: 01494 762888 

Dahlia Festival 

Bank Holiday Monday 31st August 2-5pm 

The Dahlia Festival will be at its best with many varieties on display throughout 
the gardens, a visit all gardeners will enjoy! 

The house is steeped in history & supposed to be haunted by Henry VIII, 
and a favourite of Elizabeth 1. 

You can stroll around the five acres of beautiful gardens; also visit the two mazes 
and our shop. 

Mark “Ultimate Chocolatier” demonstration 
“Magic Time” for little children - with Caroline. 

The Plant Specialist Nursery. 

A wide range of unusual herbaceous perennials & ornamental grasses 
^ Free Farm Trailer rides for children. 

Delicious home made teas. 




315 reviews 


Hedge Cutting Platforms 




Tripod Ladders 
Easy Lift Harness 
Barrow Trailers 
Com posters 




HiVfes tbrHng: Pn»u« RaHrg'. 


faofb^ 


Free colour brochure 

03333 440035 

or visit www.henchman.co.uk 




TRUSTED& ENDORSED BY VETS & PET OWNERS WORLDWIDE 


STOP pet urine burn marks...ii3]tjLrally 


Dog Rocks placed in 
your dog's water bowl ^ 
help stop pet urine ^ 
lawn burn patches. 


>4 

pets corner 


100 % 


www.do 9 rocks.co.uk info@dogrocks.co.uk 01628 822243 



The 'Elegance of Roses . ^ 



Contained f lalrt^^entre Catalogue 

Please jquote EGAR15' when requesting a catalogue or placing an order 


.www.classicroses.co.uk 01953 454707 

London Road Attleborongh Nor^lk NR17 lAY 




Garden sculpture by Christine Baxter 



One of Britian’s foremost fignamtive sculptors 
Explore online at: \\'\N'w.artstonescLilpture.com 







Contact us for a brochure 
or to chat through your project. 

www.alitex.co.uk 01730 826900 


See us at Hampton Court Palace, 
Hyde Hall, Wisley and Malvern RHS shows 


In partnership with 


In partnership with 


% 





IMAGES/ALL GAP PHOTOS FROM LEFT- JONATHAN BUCKLEY NICOLA STOCKEN GRAHAM STRONG 


PLANT SWATCH FLOWERING HERBS 


HERB HEAVEN 

Nothing beats herbs for summer scents, colour and flavour. 

Expert Kim Hurst from The Cottage Herbery shares her top picks 





^oeniculum vulgare 


Origanum vulgare 


^ysso'pus officinalis 


Plants with unnbelliferous flowers are popular. 
Fennel is not only decorative, but edible, which 
makes it a must-have plant. Green fennel, also 
known as sweet fennel, is perennial and hardy, 
only failing if grown in the wrong soil conditions. 
It loathes wet claggy soils, enjoying free-draining 
loam-rich soils, preferably in full sun. Growing 
to a height of 2m, it is a mid- to back-of-border 
plant. Aromatic, erect, hollow stems produce 
branches of delicate thread-like green leaves. The 
high-summer umbels of bright-yellow flowers 
are attractive not only to us, but also to beneficial 
insects. Grow it in the border with the likes of 
Cosmos bipinnotus 'Purity', Verbena bonariensis, 
Goura lindheimeri and Linum usitotissimum. 


Native to Europe and the Middle East, oregano 
(wild marjoram) is found in the wild on 
mountains and hillsides; the ancient Greeks 
called it 'joy of the mountains'. It is highly 
regarded for its culinary and medical use, but 
often dismissed in the flower border - why? 

It's hardy, sturdy, practically trouble-free, 
floriferous, bee and butterfly beneficial. Provide 
a free-draining, sunny position, and oregano 
can reward you with reasonable longevity. 
Dividing plants in spring will stop central woody 
compaction, boosting health and vigour. 
Branching stems carry pyramid-shaped clusters 
of white or purple-pink flowers on multiple 
stems above the highly aromatic foliage. 


Flyssop has been cultivated in gardens for 
more than 500 years. As a flowering herb, 
it exudes a certain amount of glamour, with 
its upright habit, deep purple-blue flowers 
(also pink and white forms) reaching 50cm 
in height. Flowering from late June through 
to August, it is a valuable source of nectar for 
bees. The plant almost urges you to crush it, 
as it is irresistible. Can be grown from seed, 
but my preferred method is by cuttings taken 
in spring. Favours a well-drained, sunny 
position. Cut back hard after flowering to keep 
a compact manageable form; or grow rock 
hyssop, Hyssopus offiicinalis subsp. aristatus, 
a dwarf compact plant. 


For more details of the events attended by The Cottage Herbery visit www.thecottageherbery.co.uk 
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^ONORTHERNI ^ 

^WD£S1GN AVVA1U>S liJ 

FINALIST 


BESTALL CO 

LANDSCAPE DESIGN 


We pride ourselves on making 
the process of designing and 
building your dream garden 
as stress free as possible. 


W. BESTALLCO T. 01246 439340 E. HELLO@BESTALL.CO 

Visit us The Stables Courtyard, Renishaw Hall, Renishaw, Derbyshire S21 3WB 



PLANT SUPPORTS 

Betiniifiti designs for herlHH'eous peremthiis, 
sbritbs clinihers. Mitde in England, 

wwwJeanderplantsupports.co.yk 


HSP GARDEN BUILDINGS LTD 

Summerhouses, Gazebos and Bespoke Structures 



Hampstead Court, Mildenhall, Suffolk, IP28 7AS 
w: www.hspgardenbuildings.com e: info@hspgardenbuildings.com 
t: +44 (0) 1638 583814 f: +44 (0) 1638 583815 



For year round extra space for 
home or business, a Plankbridge 
shepherd’s hut could be the answer. 
Please ask for our latest brochure. 

plankbridge.com 

enqiiiries@plankbridge.com 

01300348414 







Long-lasting, drought tolerant and easy to gn 
National Collection Holder Steve Hickmi 

PHOTOGRAl 


lapanthus are a must for the summer garden, 
s his expert advice on growing them 

;nn keddie 


AUGUST 2015 THE ENGLISH GARDEN 85 


PLANT FOCUS AGAPANTHUS 


Agapanthus'lndlgo 
Dreams' has very dark 
blue flowers and is 
fully hardy. 



PLANT FOCUS | AGAPANTHUS 



T he word ‘agapanthus’ is derived from the Greek agape, 
meaning ‘love’, and anthos, meaning ‘flower’, which is 
why it is known as ‘the flower of love’. Its other common 
names include lily of the Nile and African lily. 
The first known record of agapanthus being grown in 
the UK was in 1692, at Hampton Court Palace. These days, there are 
around 600 varieties to choose from. 

Agapanthus are easy to grow, long-lasting perennials that bring an 
exotic feel to the mid- and late-summer garden. They are drought 
tolerant, low maintenance and appeal to all tastes as they can be 
grown in terrace containers or in a border. Dwarf varieties are ideal 
for small areas, window boxes or rockeries. Larger varieties are bold 
and architectural, and can really make a statement. Originally from 
South Africa, from the Cape Peninsula to the mountain ranges south 
of the Limpopo River, they can be found growing at sea level and up 
to 2,000m up on mountain tops. They are naturally very adaptable 
plants, growing in nooks and crannies between rocks and on rocky 
mountain slopes down to the sandy beaches of the coast. As a result, 
they are often seen growing in coastal areas in the UK, as they can 
easily withstand wind and salt air. 

COLOUR RANGE 

The range of colours available is ever increasing, from pale to dark 
blue, and from purple to almost black. There are also several 
bi-coloured agapanthus, from the tall elegant Queen Mum to the 
small, tri-coloured ‘Blueberry Cream’. Also new for 2015 is a hardy 
white agapanthus with a hint of pink in the flower; hence its name, 
‘Pink Tips’. Some even have beautiful variegated leaves. 

Agapanthus fall into two main groups. Evergreen types keep their 
leaves all year round and are less hardy, while deciduous types are 
truly hardy. The latter are also truly herbaceous, losing all their leaves 


Agapanthus fall into two main groups. Evergreen types keep their leaves all year 
round and are less hardy while deciduous types are truly hardy 


ABOVE 'Gold Strike' 
has dark flowers, with 
large, variegated 
golden leaves. 

RIGHT Silver Moon 
also has yellow 
variegated leaves, 
which turn silver 
by late summer. 

FAR RIGHT Golden 
Drop' is another 
variegated variety, 
with pretty mid- 
blue flowers. 



PLANT FOCUS AGAPANTHUS 


in autumn to reappear in spring. As a general rule, if you live in 
London, or south of London, you can grow evergreen and deciduous 
types in containers or borders. If you live north of London, 

I recommend that you only grow evergreen types in containers, so that 
they can be protected in winter. The hardy, deciduous types should 
only be grown in borders or containers if you live in a sheltered area. 

Some of the best deciduous types include ‘Sandringham’, which has 
very good, dark-blue flowers on stems that are 60-70cm tall. It was 
raised by the Crown Estate in Windsor. ‘Indigo Dreams’ has very dark 
indigo flowers on stems that are 70cm high. ‘Midnight Star’ (often 
sold as ‘Navy Blue’) has excellent dark-navy-blue flowers and reaches 
60cm in height - it was raised by Lady Bacon at Raveningham Hall in 
Norfolk. She also raised ‘Arctic Star’, which has large, pure-white 
flowers on stems of 70cm high. Silver Moon has yellow, variegated 
leaves in spring, turning silver by late summer. It has pale-blue flowers, 
reaches 70cm, and was raised by Notcutts. ‘Aquamarine’ has mid-blue 
flowers with an mistakable paler centre, and reaches 40-50cm. 

EXCELLENT EVERGREENS 

Good evergreens include the diminutive ‘Golden Drop’, 
which, as its name suggests, has golden variegated leaves. 

It has mid-blue flowers on 30cm stems and was raised in 
New Zealand. ‘White Heaven’ has large, pure white flowers on 
tall, strong stems that reach 90cm; it was produced in the 
Netherlands. The flowers of ‘Purple Cloud’ are, of course, purple, on 
80cm stems, and the leaves are arching. ‘Gold Strike’ has large, 
variegated golden leaves, with unusual dark flower sterns^ 




ABOVE 'Pink Tips' is 
a new variety that 
has pink-tipped 
white petals. 

LEFT 'Midnight Star' 
(also known as 
'Navy Blue') has 
striking dark-blue 
flowers. It was bred 
by Lady Bacon at 
Raveningham Hall 
in Norfolk. 


AGAPANTHUS GROWING TIPS 


Use free-draining compost. Use 

a multipurpose compost or a John 
Innes No. 2 or No. 3, mixed with one- 
third horticultural grit or coarse sand. 

• Restrict the roots on young plants. 

Plant three agapanthus from 9cm pots 
in a 30-40cm pot, and repot into slightly 
larger pots every two years. Larger plants 
don't need root restriction. 

• Feed with high-potash liquid feed every 
two to three weeks, spring to early autumn. 

• Mulch in autumn. Flower buds are formed 
in the rhizome in autumn. Even on the 
hardy, deciduous types, these can be 
damaged by repeated frosts, so mulching 
protects them. Evergreen types in London 
and the South can have a 15cm layer of 
composted bark pushed between the 
leaves. Deciduous types grown north of 
London can have their leaves cut off after 
they have died down, then be given 

a mulch 15cm deep of composted bark. 
Divide in spring - an easy and quick way 
to increase your stock, and to produce 
a plant identical to the mother plant. 
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CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP LEFT 

'Arctic Star' has pure- 
white flowers on 
70cnn stems; 'White 
Heaven' is taller, with 
stems reaching 90cm; 
'Purple Cloud' in bud; 
'Aquamarine' has 
mid-blue flowers 
with a paler centre. 





Aga-panthus are virtually trouhle-free when it comes to pests and diseases. 
Slugs, snails, rahhits, deer and weevils do not trouble them 


and beautiful dark flowers; it reaches 60cm tall. Both were 
produced in New Zealand. 

When they have finished flowering, agapanthus growing in 
containers, whether they are evergreen or deciduous, need to be 
watered well in mid-November, before being kept on the dry side 
until early March. Over winter, it is a good idea to mulch them {see 
growing tips on page 87). Then give them protection in a cold 
glasshouse that is just frost-free, or wrap them in fleece in a sheltered 
spot next to a house wall. 

Agapanthus are virtually trouble-free when it comes to pests 
and diseases. Slugs, snails, rabbits, deer and weevils do not 
trouble them. They are not sensitive to acid or alkaline soils; 
any reasonable soil will be fine, providing it does not waterlog. 
Clay soils can be improved by the addition of well-rotted organic 
matter. And the more sun you can give agapanthus, the better. 


WHERETO BUY AGAPANTHUS 


# Bressingham Gardens A good variety of available by mail order 
from Norfolk. Tel: -t44 (0)1379 688282. www.bressinghamgardens.com 

• Beth Chatto Gardens A good selection of varieties available at 
the nursery and by mail order. Elmstead Market, Colchester, Essex 
C07 7DB. Tel: -t44 (0)1206 822007. www.bethchatto.co.uk 

• Burncoose Nurseries Buy in person or online. Gwennap, Redruth, 
Cornwall TR16 6BJ. Tel: -t44 (0)1209 860316. www.burncoose.co.uk 

# Hoyland Plant Centre Holders of the National Collection of 
Agapanthus. Almost 70 different varieties available to buy by 

mail order; the nursery is also open by appointment. Hoyland Plant 
Centre, 54 Greenside Lane, Hoyland, South Yorkshire S74 9PZ. 

Tel: +44 (0)1226 744466. www.somethingforthegarden.co.uk 
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Agapanthus offer 

This magnificent agapanthus collection will grace your summer garden with elegance and 
stature. Oceanic blue meets violet, creating the perfect contrast to crisp whites in the 
border. Balanced on tall stiff stems, they make superb cut flowers, and form attractive 
autumn seedheads if left intact. With large strap-shaped leaves and distinctive 
flowerheads, these impressive hardy perennials are ideal for adding architectural 
presence to borders and containers. Order now, with free P&P (worth £4.95) 




‘Snow Cloud’ 

This tall, evergreen agapanthus 
produces massive umbels 
which are densely packed with 
snow-white flowers. 
Height: 1 m. Spread: 45cm. 
9cm potted plant: £12.99 
Subscriber price: £11.69 
Quote CODETCC45874 



‘Northern Star’ 

Tall agapanthus producing 
large umbels of violet-blue 
flowers with dark-purple 
central stripes. 
Height: 90cm. Spread: 45cm, 
9cm potted plant: £12.99 
Subscriber price: £11.69 
Quote CODETCC45872 



‘Silver Moon’ 

Dwarf agapanthus producing 
pale-blue flowers above clumps 
of striking, pale green-and- 
white variegated leaves. 
Height: 60cm. Spread: 45cm. 
9cm potted plant: £12.99 
Subscriber price: £11.69 
Quote CODETCC45876 



‘Twister’ 

The first deciduous bicolour 
agapanthus. Truly hardy, it's 
perfect for borders and terrace 
containers; no need for staking. 
Height: 60cm. Spread 50cm. 
9cm potted plant: £12.99 
Subscriber price: £11.69 
Quote CODETCC62532 


HALF-PRICE SUPERSAVER COLEECTION 

Buy all 4 varieties (one of each), worth £51.96 in total, for just £25.98 - saving £25.98 - plus EREE P&P worth £4.95 

Quote CODE TCC64927 


HOW TO ORDER 

ORDER BY PHONE: Call 0844 573 1686 Please quote EGA95 (subscribers quote EGAS95). 

Phone lines open 7 days a week, 9ann-8pnn Mon-Fri, 9ann-6pnn weekends 
ORDER ONLINE: www.thonnpson-nnorgan.conn/ega95 Subscribers go to www.thonnpson-morgan.conn/egas95 
ORDER BY POST: The English Garden Agapanthus Offer, Dept. EGA95, PO Box 162, Ipswich IP8 3BX. 

(Please make cheques payable to T&M) 


Agapanthus dispatched September 201 5. All other orders will be acknowledged with a dispatch date by letter or email. Offer closes 31 August 201 5. 

If in the event of unprecedented demand this offer is oversubscribed, we reserve the right to send suitable substitute varieties. Please note that your contract for supply of goods is with Thompson & Morgan, 
Poplar Lane, Ipswich IPS 3BU (terms and conditions available upon request). Offers and delivery available to residents of mainland Britain and Northern Ireland only. 








Special Offer 


BRISTOL FSC* CERTIFIED HARDWOOD (STAINED) ARMCHAIRS 
OURSOLID HEAVYWEIGHT ROSEWOOD STAINED BRISTOL ARMCHAIRS ARE 
NOW 0NIY£1 15.00 EACR OR PURCHASE 2 OR MORE AND PAY JUST £95.00 EACEL 


TO ORDER OR REQIJEST A BROCHURE 
CALL; 01284 830102 I EMAIL INFO@TEAKTIGER.COM 

Teak Tiger is a trading division of John Robertson Ltd. 



STAN FAIRBROTHER 

The Finest In Bespoke Garden Structures 


Telephone or visit our website for details 

01772 814274 

www.stanfairbrother.co.uk 



Redneld s maiks tbe qimity lead planters, cisterns^ fountains. 

See online now and contact us for your bespoke planter or water feature 

Rfidfieldsxo.uk 02392 870000 ssles@redfield$xo.uk 


Hand cast lead signs are unique to every customer. 

They’re easily attached to a wall, gate and can bend to a curved wall or tree 
Online shop open - leadsignsxo.uk- brochure 02392 870000 









IMAGE/GAP - 


TROPICAL TASTES 

If you’d like an exotic feel but don’t want to cosset plants over winter, 
tropical-looking yet hardy plants are the answer. Will Giles, owner of 
The Exotic Garden in Norfolk, recommends 10 favourites 


E xotic-looking plants have been gaining favour in 
gardens in the UK over the past 20 years or so. Redolent 
of far-flung tropical places, they offer plenty of 
impact and give the garden a jungly, dramatic feel. 
Of course, fully tropical plants cannot be grown 
permanently outside in the UK. Many subtropical plants are only 
borderline hardy, which means they will need protection over 
winter, preferably in a greenhouse. 

If you don’t have room to store your plants, or don’t want 
the effort of cosseting them through the colder months, it is still 
entirely possible to get the exotic look. You just need to choose 
exotic-looking plants that happen to be hardy. 

Here are 10 great plants with big leaves or brightly coloured flowers 
that will give your garden a lush and luxuriant feel, without the worry. 



t 

' Zantedeschia aethiopica 
^Green Goddess’ 


Zantedeschia aethiopica is a highly attractive lily with large, lush, 
lustrous, green, arrow-shaped leaves. The flowers appear at the top of 
tall stalks from spring into early summer in the form of a modified leaf 
called a spathe, enfolding a fleshy yellow spike. ‘Green Goddess’ is 
a very desirable cultivar with green flowers. It takes frost in its stride, 
especially if it is well mulched during cold snaps (in very cold areas, 
the tubers can be dug up and stored somewhere frost free). 
The foliage usually dies to the ground in autumn, but will stay on in 
milder winters. It easily grows to around 80cm tall in full sun to 
dappled shade, and prefers moist soil. 
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Paulownia tomentosa 


Paulownia tomentosa is a deciduous tree with large, ovate leaves and erect panicles of 
foxglove-like flowers in spring. At up to 12m tall, it’s too large for most gardens, but 
can be pollarded to keep it more compact. It will only reach 2-3m by autumn, making 
it a spectacular specimen plant or a large architectural feature for the back of the 
border. Pollarding means you don’t get any flowers, but instead you’ll get dramatic, 
super-sized leaves that measure 45cm or more across - especially if only one or two 
stems are allowed to grow. Pollarding is best done in late winter or early spring for the 
greatest effect, leaving only a few buds just above the ground. 


Begonia grandis subsp. evansiana 


A much sought-after plant for an exotic look, this unusual perennial has attractive 
leaves that you’d normally associate with begonias, topped with sprays of light pink, 
single flowers in high summer. It prefers a moist but well-drained spot in dappled shade, 
although it will take dry conditions well. Although hardy, it is advisable to mulch the 
tubers in autumn. Before the foliage dies down, small bulbils are produced in the leaf 
axils, which will fall to the ground - these can be collected and grown on. It is often 
late breaking through the ground, as late as early June, so be patient. Once it emerges, 
it soon reaches 30-40cm tall. There is also a white-flowered form. 





Petrapanax papyrifer 


Although an evergreen shrub in its native habitat, Tetrapanax papyrifer, the rice-paper 
plant, is deciduous in the UK. It is one of the most spectacular, dramatic plants that 
can be grown in our gardens, forming towering plants that reach 2-5m tall, with 
enormous, deeply lobed leaves that can reach up to Im or more across by high summer. 
It easily takes lows of -lO^C in winter, though it will be cut to the ground at this 
temperature, returning again in spring. In mild winters, it will retain its woody stems. 
Give it a sheltered spot and feed well in spring with horse manure or several good 
handfuls of blood, fish and bone. 
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Hedychium densiflorum 
‘Assam Orange’ 


This is one of the best and most easily grown gingers. It’s very hardy, easily taking 
lows of -12®C, especially if well mulched in autumn. It is quite vigorous, forming large 
clumps over time. This delightful plant has narrow, strap-like, mid- to greyish- 
green leaves up to 30cm long on strong, narrow, cane-like stems up to 1.2m tall. 
They are topped from late July to early September with bright-orange flower 
spikes that have a very strong ginger scent. If the old flowers are left on after flowering, 
bright, attractive, red seedpods are formed in autumn. 


Arundo donax 


If you like grasses, this is the biggest we can grow in British gardens - and it’s fully 
hardy. It is a deciduous rhizomatous perennial, forming spreading clumps 
of bamboo-like stems up to 4m tall, with arching, strap-shaped blue-green leaves. 
In its native habitat, it produces large, terminal, purplish flower panicles, but it rarely 
does so in the UK climate, as the summers are too cool. This is a marvellous 
architectural plant for the hardy exotic garden, either as a specimen or for summer 
screening, as it is a very fast grower. There is also a wonderful variegated form, 
Arundo donax ‘Variegata’, which has cream-striped green leaves {left). 


Trachycavfus fortunei 


Palms are one of the essential ingredients of an exotic garden and, since its 
first introduction to the UK in 1843, Trachycarpus fortunei has proved to be an 
exceptionally hardy and tolerant palm. Known as the Chinese windmill palm, or 
Chusan palm, it grows in most parts of Britain, except, perhaps, in cold, exposed areas 
in the far north. This essential palm has a slim, solitary trunk covered with old leaf 
bases (left when the dead leaves are pruned away) and dark-brown fibres. The leaves 
are fan-shaped, on long petioles, up to Im across and irregularly divided. Mulching 
in spring with well-rotted horse manure ensures a lush green palm tree is produced, 
giving the garden a very tropical appearance indeed. 




Dicksonia antarctica 


Dicksonia antarctica, or the tree fern, is the most impressive of all the ferns that can 
be grown in our gardens. It easily takes lows of -10®C if straw is put into the crowns 
in autumn to protect it from prolonged freezing. It can grow up to 15m tall in the wild, 
but l-3m is more usual in the British Isles. Tree ferns consist of an erect rhizome 
forming a trunk up to 30cm wide. They are very hairy at the base of the trunk. The 
large, dark-green, roughly textured fronds spread in a canopy from 2-4m in diameter 
and are formed in flushes every spring. The trunk should be kept moist at all times. 
Tree ferns prefer to be grown in a sheltered spot, in dappled shade. ♦ 


If you want to grow something that is ridiculously exotic-looking, nothing can 
beat a banana. Many need winter protection, but luckily there is one particularly 
hardy form, Musa basjoo. It is more commonly known as the ‘root-hardy banana’ 
as it will always re-sprout after the coldest of winters. I have been growing this amazing 
banana in my Norfolk garden for nearly 30 years, where it has seen some 
pretty icy winters. If a little protection is given to the main stems during the winter 
months, they will reshoot from the tops in mid-spring, producing large, mid-green, 
paddle-like leaves up to 2m long by 45cm wide. 


Musa hasjoo 


Amicia zygomeris 


Amicia zygomeris is a rarely seen but easily grown clump-forming woody perennial. 
Native to the mountains of Mexico, it is an alien-looking pea relative that grows up 
to 1.5-2m tall in one season. It is upright in habit and has bi-pinnate, glaucous green 
leaves, composed of two heart-shaped leaflets that fold up at night and reopen in the 
morning. Near the top of the fuzzy stems, the leaf axils are adorned with bizarre- 
looking, purple-stained stipules. Once established, the hollow green stalks are 
festooned with large, yellow, pea-like flowers from late summer to the first frosts. Grow 
it in full sun or partial shade. 
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the British Mole 
Catchers’ Register 

SUPPORTING TRADITIONAL EXPERTISE AND SKILLS 


FIND 

A MOLE CATCHER 
IN THE UK 

You will find your local 
mole catcher In your 
area from over 200 
listed on our website. 


JOIN 

AND BECOME A 
BMCR MEMBER 

Already an established 
mole catcher? Join us and 
be part of our listed online 
register to gain business. 


TRAIN 

WITH US 

Do you want to become 
a qualified mole catcher 
with a Lantra Approved 
training provider? 
Contact us today! 


TALKS 

ABOUT MOLES 
BY OUR EXPERTS 

We can to talk to or educate 
your group or organisation 
about the interesting and 
surprising lives of moles. 


Need a mole catcher? Already a mole catcher? Want to learn 
to catch moles? Interested in moles? Find out more at: 



www.brltishmoiecatchers.co.uk 

t: 01603 451731 e; info@britishn)olecatchers.co.uk 


Tel: 03300 240379 


- New stone & rattan 




etions - 





Pay once visit all SeasonI 

Buy a tjjcEffit to the House, Park & 
Garden or West Garden & F^rk, have it 
stamped while you are here.Theo ^u can 
use it for retum visits to dieW^ Garden 
aj^d Park until the end of September. 
Terms and conditions apply. 

www.liBtlieldl4iofise.cD.idc/payDnce 




HA:rnaD Houst 

House, Park and Gardens 
open 4th April to 30th i ^ 

September. 


22 minutes train journey 
from London Kings Cross 




Pedestrian Entrance 
directly opposite Hatfield 
Railway Station. 


Free Parking - S^ Nav 

AL9 5HX 


Stable Yard Shops 

n 


www.hatfield-house.co. uk 


Hatfield Pittk Fann I Coach House Restaurant 




Houscj PiHt & West Garden 













ENGLISH 


GARDENING 

- CHELSEA - 


SCHOO 


I ■ 


Long established as the leader in all 
matters horticultural and based at 
the historic Chelsea Physic Garden 


BOOK NOW TO ATTEND ONE OF OUR 
GARDEN DESIGN COURSES THIS AUTUMN 


\ 



1/l/e offer 

September 201 5 -June 2016 - DIPLOMA COURSE 
January 2016 - March 2016-10 WEEK INTENSIVE GARDEN DESIGN COURSE 
DISTANCE LEARNING COURSES 
GARDEN DESIGN & CARING FOR YOUR GARDEN 


Short Courses | Alumni Days | Garden Visits 


For full details, dates, prices visit our website 

www.engLishgardeningschool.co.uk 
Email: info(S)engLishgardeningschooL.co.uk 
or Tel: 020 7352 4347 



156 08444a 




At Garden Trading we have everything you need to tranafomi your 
--.outdoor living space into a beautiful landscape; with pots 

"liind. planters in a wide range of shapes and sizes, rLTSbcpfant supports, 
^ etyfehjpajden furniture and versatile outdoor-storage soJuttons. 



Dave Preston 

artist blacksmith 


BEAUTIFULLY HAND CRAFTED 
PRODUCTS FOR YOUR HOME 
AND GARDEN 


Dave Preston, artist blacksmith., is a true master of the craft. 
He can create a piece of artwork for you that transcends 
traditional wrought ironwork, bringing beauty and 
functionality to your piece of garden art or home architecture. 



Dave can create imaginative ornamental stmctuxes 
for botti house and garden, 

Handmade stock pieces availabie to buy liireci 


Tel: 01531 632873 

Email: dave@(laTej>restonaztistblacksnuth.co.uk 

www.davepxe9tonaitlsfblacksinith.co.uk 
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PLANT STORY DAHLIAS 


Make my dahlia 

Whether you consider them ‘classic’ or ‘common’, dahlias are having a moment. 
We explore the backstories of some of our favourites 
WORDS SARAH FEELEY 


F or dahlias, the pendulum of popularity has 
swung all the way from the height of fashion 
to the epitome of vulgarity - and some say 
it has started to swing back. But none is 
more iconic than the game-changing ‘Bishop 
of Llandaff’, known as ‘the celebrity dahlia’. 

You might expect a flower named after a clergyman 
to be modest and understated with muted colours - but 
not this one. Fiery and exuberant, it’s a peony-type semi- 
double with velvety-scarlet petals and a yellow-fringed 
eye set off by purple-black foliage (unusual for a dahlia) . 

It caught the eye of the real-life Bishop of Llandaff, 
the Rt Rev Joshua Pritchard Hughes, in 1920s Wales, 
when his friend, nurseryman and breeder Fred Treseder, 
presented him with four or five of his best cultivars. The 
Bishop was not a gardener, but his choice - which was 
named after him - proved an inspired one. Its parents are 
unknown; it came from a batch of ‘chance’ seedlings. 

When Treseders nursery first exhibited ‘Bishop of 
Llandaff’, it set the gardening world alight. The RHS 
gave it an Award of Merit, and 12 years later it was more 
extensively grown than any other variety, its plants 
having been sent all over the world. Growers were 
impressed by how well it mixed with other plants, how 
un-dahlia-like it looked, and how it seemed immune to 
a virus that attacks other dahlias. But when specialists 



herbaceous perennial plants is native to Mexico - in fact ABOVE Championed by 

it is the national flower. A type of daisy belonging to the Christopher Lloyd at Great 

Asteraceae family, dahlias have different forms: single, Dixter, Dahlia 'Bishop of 

star/single orchid, double orchid, peony, anemone, Llandaff blazed a trail 

collarette, cactus and semi-cactus, fimbriated/lacinated, for the dahlia revival, 

waterlily, ball and pompon, decorative and stellar. 

Vibrant in the border and dramatic in the vase, dahlias 
give colour from midsummer until the first frost. They 


‘Bishop of Llandaff ’ enjoyed a revival in the 1980s, when 
genteel good taste gave way to a colourful sense of adventure 


began to suspect it harboured the virus and passed it 
onto other dahlias, its popularity nosedived, and it 
slipped out of fashion and into obscurity. 

‘Bishop of Llandaff’ enjoyed a revival in the 1980s, 
when genteel good taste gave way to a colourful sense 
of adventure, and was perfect to make a red border. And 
in the 1990s, after being championed at Great Dixter, it 
became very popular in exotic planting schemes and 
mixed borders. It is said to be the dahlia liked by people 
who don’t like dahlias. Compact and bushy, it grows to 
Im with a 50cm spread, and looks good in front of 
purple-leaved cotinus and with Crocosmia ‘Lucifer’ or 
fiery cannas, as well as with Nicotiana ‘Lime Green’ and 
the foliage of Helichrysum ‘Limelight’. 

Dahlias were named after 18th-century Swedish 
botanist and breeder Anders Dahl, who produced some 
pivotal hybrids. This genus of bushy, tuberous. 


do best in a rich soil with plenty of organic material. 
New varieties include the Happy Single Series from 
Holland, including bicolours; the Mystic Series created 
by New Zealander Keith Hammet, which are famous for 
their uniformity of height; and Cornish breeder Mark 
Twyning’s taller dahlias in unusual colours, such as 
‘Twyning’s Candy’ and ‘Twyning’s Pink Fish’. 

Dahlia ‘Bishop of Llandaff’ gave rise to a number of 
different varieties, such as the butterscotch-bronze 
Dahlia ‘David Howard’. This was named after a Norfolk 
nurseryman who collected seeds from ‘Bishop of 
Llandaff’ and grew hundreds of dahlias on his 
allotment. Immediately spotting the potential of what 
became his namesake, legend has it that his last words 
to his parents as he left for National Service were: ‘Look 
after that dahlia and don’t give it away’. Said dahlia went 
on to win the RHS Award of Garden Merit. ♦ 
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Perennial 

wallflowers . 




havloft 






rare | unusual | exciting 


Excellent 
as cut 


flowers 




Colour-changing Erysimums give all the 
beauty of annual wallflowers without 
having to replant each year 




Paintbox 

Height 25cnn (10") 




Spice Island 

Height 60cnn (24”) 


These easy-to-grow Erysimums are loved by bees and butterflies and 
produce thousands of blooms held in clusters from late winter to late 
summer. Incredibly long flowering, good for cutting and rabbit 
resistant. Spread 40-50cm (16-20"). Fully hardy perennials. Supplied 
as young plants within 21 days. 


Sweet Sorbet ^ 

Height 80cm (32") 




To order visit hayloftplants.co.uk/eg or call 0844 335 1088 


Order Code 

EG0815 


SEND THE COUPON BY FREEPOST TO 
Hayloft Plants, FREEPOST RTGR-JAGJ-JETG, 
Pensham, Pershore WRIO 3HB 


Address 


Postcode 


*Email 


Tel 


I enclose Cheque/PO made payable to Hayloft Plants Ltd or please debit my Mastercard |^ Visa |^ Maestro |^ account 


Please send me 

ITEM CODE 

PRICE 

QTY 

TOTAL 

5 PLANTS (1 of each) 

YPERY05-EG0815 

£10.00 



15 PLANTS (3 of each) 

YPERY15-EG0815 

£15.00 



POST & PACKING (UK) 




£4.95 


Card expiry date 


S§iSfii^ure 


*By advising us of your 
email address we will be 
able to send all of our 
special offers. Please tick 
here if you prefer not to 
receive offers other than 
from our company | | 



TOTAL DUE 


All orders will be personally 
confirmed by return with a 
copy of our 2015 catalogue. 
Call 01386 554440 for your 
FREE catalogue. 


HAYLOFT PLANTS, MANOR FARM NURSERY, PENSHAM, PERSHORE WORCESTERSHIRE WRIO 3HB 








PLANTS DAHLIAS 


RrCH PICKINGS 

One passionate devotee has been growing dahlias since the age of six, and now he is retired, 
he tends them full time, supplying beautiful blooms to markets and beyond 


PHOTOGRAPHS CLIVE NICHOLS WORDS VERONICA PEERLESS 
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D ahlias are native to 
the high plains of 
Mexico, but they 
look very much at 
home on a patch of 
the High Weald in West Sussex, 
where Richard Ramsey and his wife 
Hazel grow around 4,000 plants on just 
under two acres of land. 

Growing dahlias is in Richard’s 
genes - his grandfather and father both 
worked at a nursery that specialised in 
growing these late-summer blooms. 
‘I absorbed how they were grown,’ he 
says. ‘It was a different childhood from 
most, but I thoroughly enjoyed it - 
I had free rein to scamper about.’ 


Richard and Hazel then borrowed 
some land from a neighbour to see if 
they could find a way of growing 
for the wholesale trade. ‘And that’s 
where Twitter came in,’ says Richard. 
‘Like most people, I thought Twitter 
was for taking photos of your coffee on 
the bus, but a friend told me it’s like 
going to a business breakfast - you can 
strike up links with people in the same 
business. If it wasn’t for Twitter, we 
wouldn’t be here now. It led to us 
donating some flowers to a floristry 
festival at Chicheley Hall, where 
our postcards were picked up by 
a wholesaler. We got a call from New 
Covent Garden market, and a few days 


ABOVE Around 
4,000 plants are 
grown on just 
under two acres 
of land. The soil 
is heavy clay,' says 
Richard. 'If it's a 
long, hot, dry 
summer, it retains 
moisture.' 


TeopL order more for colour than flower shape - 
peaches or pinks, or jewel colours’ 


Richard went on to a career in IT, 
but continued to grow dahlias as 
a hobby. A decade ago, he was asked 
to grow 200 plants for a friend’s cut- 
flower business, and then decided to 
sell his cut flowers online. ‘One thing 
you quickly learn about the internet 
is that you get flurries of orders,’ he 
says. ‘You can go from five to six 
orders a week to five to six orders 
a day. We were scrambling around for 
packing materials - sophisticated 
technology means that you can’t stop 
people buying from you!’ 


later I trotted up to London with 
a bucketful of dahlias.’ 

Having moved to a bigger plot, their 
firm Withypitts Dahlias now sells most 
of its blooms - up to 2,500 stems 
a week, of about 150 varieties - to the 
wholesale cut-flower trade, with some 
going direct to florists. These 
impeccable blooms are used in 
prestigious venues around the country. 

What’s popular? ‘People order more 
for colour than flower shape,’ explains 
Richard. ‘They order against a palette 
- peaches or pinks, or jewel colours.’ 


-top 

• For top-notch blooms, grow from 
cuttings. If you grow a dahlia from a tuber 
it will be fine, but the quality of the bloom 
will not be as good - it will be smaller, the 
stems won't be as strong, and they won't 
have the clarity of colour. From cuttings, 
the flowers will be 1 0-1 5% larger. 

• Take cuttings from tubers brought into 
growth in early spring (or order cuttings 
from specialist suppliers online). 

• Pinch out the growing tips to promote 
bushier plants, with more flowering stems. 

• Disbud (remove additional flower buds 
on each stem) to promote good blooms. 

If you want good cut flowers, you have 
to disbud. In a border, where a mass of 
colour is the aim, disbudding isn't so 
important. The blooms won't be as large, 
but they will be plentiful. We disbud from 
mid-July until we stop harvesting. 

• Feed in June, July and August with 
fish, blood and bone, Growmore or 
Tomorite. In September, we convert to 

a higher potash feed such as bonemeal - 
it keeps the plant strong, keeps good 
flower colour and helps build up the tuber. 

• Keep cutting and deadheading. Like 
all good plants, the more you cut, the 
more blooms you get. 

• Look out for pests. Wasps are 

a problem - they eat through the stems 
to get to the glucose inside. Red and dark 
dahlias are more susceptible, but they also 
attack the pale 'Cameo'. I use slug pellets. 
Earwigs and capsid bugs (which inject 
a toxin into the plant) can pose a threat. 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT 

Dahlia 'Ludwig Helfert'is a medium cactus variety, 
good for the border and cutting; 'Mary Evelyn' is 
a collarette dahlia, great for bees; 'Twilight Time' is 
a waterlily type, a good garden plant and cut flower; 
'Peach Brandy' has a darker orange reverse to the 
petals, and is a striking dahlia for the border; 'Take 
Off is an anemone type for cutting or the border; 
'Black Narcissus' is a medium cactus type and a 
prolific flowerer - ideal for the cut-flower garden; 
'Kiwi Gloria' is a small cactus type that can be grown 
for the exhibition bench; 'Hootenanny' is a collarette 
type, popular with pollinators and gardeners alike. 
See more great varieties back on page 40. 
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Yellow flowers, apparently, are a no-no 
for Londoners - unless they are 
daffodils and sunflowers - but they are 
quite popular with the visiting public. 

Dahlia growing is, of course, 
entirely dependent on the weather. 
Richard and Hazel aim to harvest 
flowers from the end of July to mid- 
October. ‘Our ideal conditions are 
a warm and moist July to bring the 
flowers on, night-time rain in August 
and September, then a dry October.’ 
Damp, early morning mists in 
October can bring the harvest to an 
end, as the cut blooms deteriorate 
quickly. At Withypitts, the plants 
are lifted as soon as the harvest is 
finished, not before the first frosts, as 
is more common. ‘We lift them when 
it logistically works for us.’ 


At the moment, the business is 
powered solely by Richard and Hazel, 
although friends drop by to lend 
a hand. ‘I think it’s because we happen 
to be in an idyllic situation,’ says 
Richard. ‘It’s quiet, even though we’re 
only four miles from Gatwick 
Airport. A 35-acre field runs up to the 
church, and there’s a cricket field... 
It’s a lovely place to be.’ 

Withypitts Dahlias, Turners Hill, 
West Sussex RH10 4SF. During the 
flowering season (check the website for 
exact timings), Withypitts is open on 
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays for the 
sale of cut flowers from 1 0am-1 2.30pm 
and 2.30-5pm, and at other times by 
arrangement. Tel: +44 (0)1 342 71 41 06. 
www.withypitts-dahlias.co.uk 


ABOVE A small 
number of giant 
dahlias and pale 
cultivars that are 
easily bruised 
are grown in 
the polytunnel. 
RIGHT The 
Withypitts plot 
grew from the 
back garden into 
a neighbour's 
field, before 
Richard and Hazel 
became tenant 
farmers of 
their local estate. 



T^chards favourite dahlias 

1 'Black Wizard': 'Great for the border, as it is robust 
and bulky with glossy, dark-green foliage. It's also 

a brilliant cut flower for its deep burgundy colour, 
and very prolific' 

2 'Taratahi Ruby': 'I love all the waterlily types for 
their form and stem length' 

3 'Shiloh Noelle':'For its colour! There is nothing 
quite like its icy-lavender tints' 
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FOR READERS OF THE 
ENGLISH GARDEN... 



With every 
. order* .. 


FREE 

SARAH RAVEN 
HAND WASH 

WORTH 

£1 6.50 

when you purchase any of 
these autumn essentials 
from Sarah Raven 



Bulb starter kit Bulb planter Perennial plants Exclusive tulip collections 


Get ready for the autumn season with Sarah Raven's fantastic range of 
tulips, alliums, perennials and all the kit you need for planting them 

HOW TO CLAIM YOUR FREE HAND WASH 

Visit sarahraven.com, add your choice of hand wash (tomato or lemon verbena) to your basket 
along with the other product(s) you'd like to buy, then quote offer codeTEGISAUG when 

checking out - the hand wash will be free 

Or call 0345 092 0283, quote offer codeTEGI 5AUG and request your preferred hand wash, 

along with the other product(s) you'd like to buy. 


SUBSCRIBE TO ANY OF 
THESE TOP MAGAZINES 

& SAVE UP TO 40% 



SAVE 40% 


^ THE OFFICIAL MAGAZINE 

BRITAIN 


TRAVEL CULTURE HERITAGE STYLE 


AWARD-WINNING MAGAZINE 



under the stars 

js.. 'MmackfJjeatre 


ENGLAND’S 

QUEENS 

Oar greatest female 
■ monarchs celebrated 


Ifcke District 
hideaways 


Cream of Devon 


The sleepy villages that inspired Agatha Christie's mysteries 




holidays 

Im BORNEO to VIETNAM 


P^U.'j'TALL SHIP CRUISING • BEST ONBOARD SPAS ‘THE DANUBE 


ARTISTS & ILLUSTRATORS 

Provides inspiration and practical 
advice for artists of all abilities, 
whether you’re a professional or a 
beginner pursuing a new hobby. 

From only £44.99 for 1 year (usually £66) 


BRITAIN 

The official magazine of our country 
pays tribute to all things British. 

Learn more about our rich and 
vibrant culture and heritage. 

From only £19.99 for 1 year (usually £33) 


CRUISE INTERNATIONAL 

whether you’re a first-time or 
experienced cruiser, explore far-flung, 
exotic destinations and find inspiration 
for your next holiday afloat. 

From only £19.99 for 1 year (usually£33) 



rio ffs^arden^tha 
show goifT^'lll(B^ 


;eason 


^i^dnmasHis issue... 
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SAVE 37% 


msm 


THE ENGLISH GARDEN 

Enjoy the UK’s nnost beautiful gardens, 
brought to life through stunning 
photography and captivating text from 
gardening professionals and plantspeople. 

From only £37.50 for 1 year (usually £59.50) 


ENGLISH 
HOIVLE “1™ 


THE ENGLISH HOME 

Discover how to achieve classic, 
elegant looks for your home with 
decorating insights from leading 
interior designers. 

From only £37.50 for 1 year (usually £59.50) 



Discover 


HMSAliance 


le&hifQ Ring 
anal cruise 


Journey to 
thcjuraj^sic 

npf a hr* Wiift 

MMc J]i^ 




SAVE 40% 




DISCOVER BRITAIN 


Published on alternate months to BRITAIN, 
your essential guide to where to go and 
what to see in the UK, from city breaks to 
country escapes. 

From only £19.99 for 1 year (usually £33) 


ORDER NOW AT WWW.CHELSEAMAGAZINES.COM/TRAVELANDLEISURE 








THE 

REVIEWER 


Alys Fowler tells us about her new foraging book, we recommend a fascinating blog 
by a top London florist, and we take our pick of new books 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Seeing Seeds 

by Robert Llewellyn & Teri Dunn Chace (Timber Press £20) 

In this age when state-of-the-art 
technology is a part of everyday 
life, when many of us carry 
around smartphones and 
tablets, and watch high- 
definition shows on a giant 
home TV set, everything is 
at our fingertips, and we’re 
harder than ever to impress. 

The internet has made the world 
feel smaller and more accessible. 

And with the likes of David 
Attenborough being beamed into our homes, lifting the lid on 
every corner of the globe and hitherto hidden worlds - showcasing 
it all in supersaturated colours and surround-sound - showing us 
something we’ve never seen before, or even just holding our 
attention is a tall order now. The concept of ‘new’ is fleeting. 

A clever solution is to take something very familiar, but show it 
to us in a completely new way. That’s what this book is all about. 

It is packed with photos of seedheads, pods and fruit that you 
know well - but you will never look at them in the same way again. 

This is an odyssey full of wonder that’s worthy of narration 
by Jacques Cousteau, with many of the featured seedheads and 
pods resembling exotic spiky sea creatures poised to strike. Other 
shots evoke those weird images depicting what happens inside the 
body; when sperm meets egg, or antibodies fight infection. 

It’s easy to forget that the strange sights you’re looking at on the 
page can be found in your own back garden, fridge or fruit bowl. 

This alien beauty is captivating. A close-up of a strawberry with 
its pattern of tiny divots looks like a block of flats; and rice poppy 
pods look like space stations, the tiniest cavity appears cavernous. 

Macro photography is not new, but only part of what’s shot is in 
focus. For this book, Robert Llewellyn took many shots of the 
same subject from different angles before stitching them together 
on a computer to make one image, all of it in focus. 

So often, we look but we don’t see. This book tries to change all 
that. Marvel at nature’s symmetry, patterns and hidden textures. 
Reviewed by Sarah Feeley 


Weeds 

by Nina Edwards (Reaktion Books, £16) 

What is a weed? Now I’ve read this 
charming little book, I feel confident 
that I could have a solid debate about 
this with the best of them. Who’d have 
thought the topic of weeds could be so 
interesting and thought-provoking? 

Even non-gardeners would enjoy this 
book, as weeds are presented as part 
of everyday life, from cookery to 
medicine to art. The recipe for ground 
elder quiche made me smile, as I have 
plenty of that ingredient! 

The reader is treated to a timeline of weeds, with the first entry 
noting bindweed in 3,500 BC. Historic references to weeds in art 
and literature are used throughout the book. A tremendous 
amount of research has gone into this, and however well-read you 
are, you will discover plenty of unknown snippets that are perfect 
for ‘did you know...?’ dinner table conversations. 

You are reminded of plants such as Buddleja davidii that was 
introduced as an ornamental shrub from China in 1890. Now it 
decorates our railway lines and grows in the cracks of walls - in 
this case, our desire for different plants has created a weed. 
Likewise, we are reminded of the delightful field poppy that is 
a weed for a farmer among his corn, but would be welcomed by 
most gardeners. As the book points out, ‘one man’s uprooted 
dandelion is another man’s dandelion soup’. 

The images are mixed throughout the book, and although not 
striking, they illustrate the points. My favourite is of a line of 
Chinese women weeding a lawn in Shanghai at the start of the 
20th century. It is comforting to know that weeds are nothing new, 
and generations have spent time on bended knee trying to eradicate 
them. The author notes that by witnessing an attitude to weeds, 
you can gauge human behaviour. One quote that will go up in my 
garden shed is ‘When people will not weed their own minds, they 
are apt to be overrun with nettles’. 

This is an unexpected great read, which leaves you with the 
thought - ‘What would the world be without weeds?’ 

Reviewed by Tamsin Westhorpe 
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INTERVIEW 


We spoke to Alys Fowler about her book 
The Thrifty Forager (Kyle Books, £16.99). 


Tell us about The Thrifty Forager, 

It's about the joys of foraging in unexpected 
places, like city margins, parks and even for 
plants in your garden that you might not 
realise are edible. There are also lot of recipes 
for howto cook with wild plants. 


What are the benefits of foraging? 

You get to go on long walks and really know 
your neighbourhood. It can be very social, 
a community event, like scrumping for local 
apples. You get to know plants 
at different times of the year, 
and see how the landscape 
changes around you. 

It's easy to forget that cities 
and towns are green places. 

There are all sorts of strange 
spaces - along canals and rivers, 
behind playing fields and next to 
allotments - that have lots of 
wonderful wild stuff growing in 
them. Our built-up areas also have 
lots of non-native edibles - I've picked 
almonds in central Birmingham, found 
pounds upon pounds of walnuts, and picked 
mulberries, Oregon grapes and even figs 
from abandoned plots and housing estates. 

I wanted to write a book that opened people's 
eyes to all the good stuff that's around. 


Where and how should we start foraging? 

In your garden with your weeds. Dandelions 
are wholly underrated, and the whole plant is 
edible. Likewise chickweed, bittercress, fat 
hen and sow thistles are all excellent greens 
for salads and soups. 


What equipment do we need? 

A good book (like mine, but also a wildflower 


guide like Collins Flower 
Guide, or Miles Irving's The 
Forager Handbook), bags, 
scissors, keen eyesight 
and an open attitude. 
People will stop you and 
ask what you are doing. 
It's important to explain 
why and how to forage, 
and let others join in. It's not about secretly 
trying to save all the bounty for yourself. 


Tell us your top foraging tips. 

If you don't recognise it, don't eat it. Back 
up with more than one book if necessary, 
and always make sure you leave plenty 
behind for the wildlife. And wash everything, 
because you don't know what might be on it! 


How can we avoid the dangers of foraging? 

Know the history of your location - some 
urban soils are pretty polluted. Don't eat 
things from busy roadsides. And whatever 
book you use, it's very important to match the 
identification guide and not just think 'oh well, 
it looks nearly like that, or mostly like that...' 


Lifting the iid on 




a London A-list florist 

When Michelle Obama recently 
visited a London school, she 
was given a dreamy bouquet 
of flowers by London A-list 
florist Wild At Heart. Its 
founder Nikki Tibbies writes 
a fascinating blog, which gives us 
a peek inside the lavish weddings 
and celebrity events that her team festoon with flowers, 
and showcases their new ranges of beautiful bouquets. 

Why not log on and pick up some tips for your own 
home-grown arrangements? Visit www.wildatheart.com 
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AUGUST'S FRESH 
PICKINGS 


Collins British 
Tree Guide 

by Owen Johnson 
& David More 
(Collins, £12.99) 

Described as a 'pocket 
guide' (though bigger than 
the average pocket), this 
book is small but mighty, 
boasting a wealth of facts 
and details impressively 
compressed, thankfully 
without resorting to eye-wateringly tiny text. 
With detailed colour illustrations of trees, leaves, 
buds, fruit and firs, it packs a surprising punch. 


COLLINS 


BRITISH 

TREE 

GUIDE 


Collins British 
Wild Flower Guide 

by David Streeter, 

Christina Hart-Davis, 

Audrey Hardcastle, Felicity 
Cole & Lizzie Harper 
(Collins, £12.99) 

Sister book of the new 
Collins British Tree Guide 
(above), this book features 
the most common British 
wildflowers, with beautifully 
detailed illustrations and helpful text to aid 
identification. Wildflowers are arranged by 
family, with their key features highlighted 
for quick and easy reference. 



The 

Indestructible 

Housepiant 

by Tovah Martin 
(Timber Press, £15) 



The name of this book 
sounds like an 
impossible challenge 
or a gauntlet being 
laid down. Enter 'the 
queen of green', Tovah 
Martin, who says the secret to happy, lustrous 
house plants is picking the right plants in the 
first place - such as those that thrive on neglect 
and love shady corners - and following her 
expert tips, which she explains with engaging 
authority. A fun yet instructive read. 







IN THE NEXT ISSUE | SEPTEMBER 


CHARMING CHAMPION 



THE COBRA GARDENER'S GARDEN COMPETITION WINNER 

PLUS EXQUISITE SEASONAL GARDENS FILLED WITH COLOUR & TEXTURE 


• Star plants for every situation - the good doers that will grow anywhere 
• Sleek designer style revives an urban courtyard 
• Anatomy of a border: planting secrets from the Inner Temple 
• The National Collection holder's choice of top asters 


Chris Beardshaw's favourite things • Perennial picks from The Beth Chatto Gardens 

ON SALE 19 AUGUST 

Find us in selected Marks & Spencer, Waitrose and WHSmith, and all good newsagents 



SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

www.chelseamagazmes.com/TEG-P508 
+44 (0) 1 858 438 854 quoting code CTEHP508 



SAVE 

UPTO£17 
off the 
shop price 


PROMOTIONAL FEATURE 


FOR SUMMER COLOUR 

FOR AN ENJOYABLE DAY OUT THIS SUMMER, VISIT THESE SPECTACULAR BRITISH GARDENS 



ABBOTSBURY SUBTROPICAL GARDENS 

Bullets Way, Abbotsbury, near Weymouth, Dorset DT3 4LA 
Tel: +44 (0)1305 871387 | Website: www.abbotsburygardens.co.uk 

A recent winner of the HH A/Christie's Garden Of The Year Award, and described by Alan Titchmarsh 
as 'one of the finest gardens I have ever visited' Abbotsbury is celebrating its 250th anniversary 
during 201 5, with new features including a Burma rope bridge, lots of special events and more 
fabulous plants. 201 5 is definitely the year to visit Abbotsbury. 

OPEN: Seven days a week from 10am-5pm (4pm in winter); except 20 December-1 January. 


BLUEBELL ARBORETUM AND NURSERY 

Annwell Lane, Smisby, Ashby de la Zouch, Derbyshire LE65 2TA 
^^Tel: +44 (0) 1530 413700 | Website: www.bluebellnursery.com 


An enchanting, nine acre woodland garden with many rare and unusual trees and shrubs on display! 
The gardens are cool, green and leafy in summer and the plants are well labelled, with many educational posters next 
to the more obscure specimens. The gardens surround a specialist tree & shrub nursery. Royal Horticultural Society 
Partner Garden - RHS members admitted free of charge. Adults: £5. Concessions: £4. Children: free. 

OPEN: Summer opening times: Monday to Saturday: 9am to 5pm 
(Sundays & bank holidays 10.30am to 4.30pm) 




WATERPERRY GARDENS 

Waterperry, Near Wheatley, Oxfordshire 0X33 1JZ 

Tel: +44 (0)1844 339226 | Website: www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 

A place to explore, relax and shop in beautiful surroundings all year round. 

The herbaceous border is in full summer colour with delphiniums, heleniums and the first asters, frikartii 
'Monch' beginning to bloom, along with phlox in the colour border and Island beds. 

2015/16 Arts, Crafts and Gardening Course leaflet out now! 

OPEN: 10am to 5.30pm 


ROUSHAM HOUSE & GARDEN 

Rousham, Bicester, Oxfordshire 0X25 4QU 
,Tel: +44 (0)1869 3471 lO^Website: www.rousham.org 


Rousham represents the first phase of English landscape design, and remains almost as William Kent left it, one of the 
few gardens of this date to have escaped alteration, with many features which delighted 1 8th century visitors to 
Rousham still in situ, such as the ponds and cascades in Venus's Vale, the Cold Bath and seven-arched Praeneste, 
Townsend's Building, the Temple of the Mill, and, on the skyline, a sham ruin known as the 'Eyecatcher'. 

OPEN: Daily from 1 0am, last admission 4.30pm. 




BORDE HILL GARDEN 

Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1XP 

Tel: +44 (0)1444 450326 | Website: www.bordehill.co.uk/QR-English-Garden 

Borde Hill Garden is transformed between May and 1 September into an outdoor gallery with works of art from 1 3 
sculptors. Sculptures are placed in the historical garden and woodland setting. This offers glorious backdrops, 
including the unique 'garden rooms' around the Elizabethan House, and entices visitors to appreciate an extraordinary 
mix of art whilst exploring this peaceful garden. Sculptures are for sale. 

OPEN: For prebooked groups 15 March - 22 October (10am to 6pm), last admission one hour before closing. 

For individuals & families 8 March - 1 3 September + Halloween Week, open daily 1 0am-6pm. 







WORDS MARY CARROLL 



MARSTON & LANGINGER This remains 
a beguiling outdoor paint collection alongside 
the garden room portfolio the company produces. 
They have also developed a primer that provides 
an excellent base for many paint brands. 
marston--and4anginger.com 

MYLANDS PAINT This brand has been making 
paint since 1884. The Colours of London collection 
is very interesting and indicates exceptional shades 
for different architectural periods. 
mylands.co.uk 

COURTYARD ACCESSORIES Every possible 
window handle, knocker, letterbox cover and 
piece of hardware you could wish for in a very 
comprehensive selection of materials. 
courtyard-acccssorics.co.uk 

HECTOR FINCH A striking collection of lighting for 
porches and exterior walls. The zinc models are 
particularly attractive, ageing beautifully over time 
to become part of the history of a home. 
hcctorfinch.com 


ROOM IN THE GARDEN Jan Howard was amongst 
the first to produce attractive rusted plant supports. 
Her garden empire continues to produce beautiful 
ideas with her original plant supports working well 
as sentinels either side of a front door. 
roominthcgardcn.com 

GARDEN TRADING A smart company with 
a handpicked feel to all the collections of furniture 
and planters. They also stock more unusual finds, 
such as a wooden wheelie bin storage unit. 
gardentrading, co.uk 

MCKINNON (Sl HARRIS The most exceptional 
finishing touch for a patio. The highest quality 
aluminium furniture is finished in luxurious paint 
shades, with each piece resonating period detailing. 
mckinnonharris.com 

SUCCESSFUL SMALL GARDENS 
This timeless book by Roy Strong remains one 
of the most inspiring gardening books on creating 
structure in small spaces with so much relevance 
to front gardens. Published by Conran Octopus. ■ 


LEFT TO RIGHT 
Chancery wood and 
metal eggshell, £24 a 
litre, Mylands; 

Large Olympic Wall 
Lantern, £660, 

Hector Finch; 

Outside entertaining 
style by 

katharinepooley.com 


ENGLISH 
HOME — 



This article was taken 
from the August issue 
of The English Home. 
To find out more, 
please visit www. 
theenglishhome.co.uk 
or see page 58 for 
our tempting 
subscription offer. 






ADVERTORIAL 


OUEGUIDE^O 
BKITISH NURSERIES 

VISITING THE UK THIS Y^? 

WHY NOT VISIT ONE OF BRITAIN'S BEST NURSERIES. ~ 


WOOTTENS PLANTS 

Established for 25 years, Woottens is 
a traditional plant nursery specialising 
in hardy perennials, with one of the 
largest collections of irises in 
England, which is open for viewing 
every year. Woottens also specialises 
in auriculas, pelargoniums, 
hemerocallis and violas. Mail order 
and design services. Qualified and 
passionate staff offering expert 
advice. Gardens open April-October. 
Open days and events held 
throughout the year. Horticultural 
courses running weekly. 

See website for more details. 

Tel: +44 (0)1502 478258 

Email: info@woottensplants.co.uk | Website: www.woottensplants.com 
Woottens of Wenhaston Ltd, Wenhaston, Suffolk, IP19 9HD 


SPRING REACH NURSERY 

Spring Reach Nursery grows a 
fantastic range of clematis, trees, 
hedging, ferns, shrubs, fruit, 
perennials, roses, climbers and 
grasses. Its stock is of the highest 
quality, over 50% of production is 
peat-free. Also on offer are expert 
advice and service, plus mail 
order. Visit one of Surrey's finest 
nurseries - a gardener's paradise! 
Just five minutes from RHS Garden 
Wisley - follow junction 1 0 off the 
M25. Open Mon-Sat, 10am-5pm; 
and Sun, 10.30am-4.30pm. 

Tel: +44 (0)1483 284769 

Email: info@springreachnursery.co.uk | Website: www.springreachnursery.co.uk 
Spring Reach Nursery, Long Reach, Ockham, Surrey GU23 6PG 


DELFLAND NURSERIES 

Delfland Nurseries grows and sells 
over 200 varieties of organic peat- 
free vegetable plants, plus salad, 
herb, strawberry and flower plug 
plants. Order as few as five plants for 
a pot, or enough for a whole kitchen 
garden, delivered at the right times 
for planting with instructions 
included. Also seed potatoes, garlic, 
seed and sundries. Mail order, 
nursery shop and wholesale. Buy 
online at www.organicplants.co.uk 
(plants in small packs) or www. 
delfland.co.uk (plants by the tray), or 
contact the nursery for a catalogue. 

Tel: +44 (0)1354 740553 

Email: info@organicplants.co.uk | Website: www.delfland.co.uk 
Delfland Nurseries Ltd, Benwick Road, Doddington, March, Cambs PE15 OTU 


LONG ACRE PLANTS 




Long Acre Plants in Somerset 
specialises in unusual woodland 
plants through to tough and easy 
plants for shade, full and partial, 
dry and damp - some of the most 
challenging conditions. 

It offers a fine range of perennials, 
bulbs and grasses, including 
hellebores, epimediums, 
erythroniums, geraniums, 
violas, tiarella, cyclamen; an 
impressive list of hardy ferns and a 
wide range of shade-tolerant 
shrubs including hydrangeas, all 
available by mail order. 

Tel: +44 (0)1963 32802 

Email: info@plantsforshade.co.uk | Website: www.plantsforshade.co.uk 
Long Acre Plants, Charlton Musgrove, Wincanton, Somerset BA9 BEX 
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WYNDFORD FARM PLANTS 


A young nursery with a unique 
range of over 500 hardy 
perennials and an extensive 
selection of violas. Surrounded by 
a 40-acre working farm set in the 
West Lothian hills, they propagate 
over 90% of their plants. Expert 
advice is available to visitors and 
over the phone. Meet the team at 
this year's RHS Chelsea Flower 
Show or Gardening Scotland. Mail 
order is available from the website 
with free next-day UK delivery on 
orders of 20 plants or more. 
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Tel: +44 (0)7871 496732 

Email: info@wyndfordfarmplants.com | Website: www.wyndfordfarmplants.com 
Wyndford Farm Plants Ltd, Wyndford Farm, Ecclesmachan, West Lothian EH52 6NW 

■ 

® DAISY CLOUGH NURSERIES LTD 





A family run nursery in rural 
Lancashire, Daisy Clough 
specialises in a carefully selected 
range of over 600 perennials and 
grasses. Open seven days a week 
for visitors, the nursery also grows 
a good selection of garden worthy 
shrubs, along with container 
plants, vegetable plants and fruit. 
2015 plant list available to 
download from the website. 




Tel: +44(0)1524 793104 

Email: info@daisyclough.com | Website: www.daisyclough.com 
Daisy Clough Nurseries Ltd, Station Lane, Scorton, Preston, Lancashire PR3 1 AN 


BLUEBELL ARBORETUM & NURSERY 


Specialists in hardy trees, shrubs 
and climbers including a huge 
selection of unusual and rare 
species and varieties. Expert 
advice is available from helpful 
staff. The nursery is surrounded 
by a nine-acre woodland garden 
(RHS Partner Garden), and visitors 
are welcome. Informative website 
and reliable mail order service. 
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Tel: +44 (0)1530 413700 

Email: sales@bluebellnursery.com | Website: www.bluebellnursery.com 
Annwell Lane, Smisby, Ashby de la Zouch, Leicestershire LE65 2TA 
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HEDGING UK 



Hedging UK are specialist growers 
of quality hedging plants. 

Plants are available to purchase at 
wholesale prices across the UK 
through our mail order service. Buy 
direct from the grower, 
delivered direct to your door. 

Readers of The English Garden 
get a 5% discount 
(quoteTEG2015). 


Tel: +44 (0)1 704 827224 or +44 (0)7789 922457 
Email: sales@hedginguk.com | Website: www.hedginguk.com 
Boundary House Farm, Holmeswood Road, Holmeswood, Lancashire L40 1 UA 



TO HAVE 
YOUR NURSERY 
FEATURED IN OUR 
NEXT ISSUE, 

PLEASE CALL 

+44 ( 0)20 7349 3700 



TO ADVERTISE • TEL: 020 7349 3700 • EMAIL: mfo@chelseamagazines.com 


FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT US AT mri . 

www.theenglishgarden.co.uk 'L 


Shop with US 


ACCESSORIES 


GREENHOUSES 



The Smart Cart 


7 or 12 cu ft, nimble, light, 
barrow lugging banished 
forever - so tough, it will 
be your friend for life 

www.smartcartsuk.com 

t 07850 204714 



MALVERN COPPICING 


A beautiful range 
of handcrafted 
gazebos, pergolas, | 
arbours and rustic 
timber buildings 
from our sustainably 
managed local 
woodlands. 
wvvw.malvemcoppicing.co.uk 

Tel: 0 1 684 574865 



www.theengMshgarden.co.uk 




ImIrdIeS, GARDEN PROQUgjjg 


f PBASptS^ 
3700 

GHAIRWORKS.INFO 



tTw GlIHfVtKHH* Pc«p(f 
FREEPOST NAT t32a4 

^toJw-Dn^Tiwt 
ST1 1 


GREENHOUSES 
Factory 
Direct 
Prices 


0800 093 3403 

for FREE brochure pack 
WWW . thegree nhouse peopl e.co . uk 



TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CALL 020 7349 3700 


ACCOMMODATION 



Clare House 

May we invite you to the coastal resort of Grange over Sands, within easy 
reach of the Lake District, and to stay at our comfortable hotel 
overlooking the picturesque coastline of Morecambe Bay. 

Mid Summer Offer July 4th -August 20th 
Any 4-mght break from £337,00pp D^&B. 

6U| ★ /’ark Road, Grange-over-Sands, LAll 7HQ 

Inspectors' Choice Hotel Tel. 015395 33026. www.clarehousehotel.co.uk 




COURSES 



H Gardening Courses 

HOTW-stydy 

* For leisure or for 4 career 

* Over 30 courses In Gardening, Garden Design, 
Arborlcttore, Forestx)^ Rc»4stry and more 

* Many courses prepare you for RHS or RR/ABC quals. 


Free info FREEPHONE 0800 083 9191 or 01409 220 777 
Or «mit info@hccoflegejco.uk wwwJTCcolege.co.d< 



|frain to be a professionol 
'garden designer. With 
inspirational teaching 
J'rom world doss designers 
in the heart of London 


^|Far more detaits mit 

www.lcgd.org. uk3 


LONDON 

COLLEGE 

QF 

GARDEN 

DESGN 



EllMINAnS HOUSE PMNTING 

Climatised Coatings are a superb range of 
externa) wall coatings that are tough, flexible, 
durable and weatherproof 



* Htgli build breathing coating suitable for all types of external walls 
• All latest colouring^ availahEe • Nationwide service wifh over 20 years' 
expedence • Guaranteed not to flake, peel or chip tor 10 years 
* Not affected by acid rain or salt laden atmosphere 

This resurfatang is applied by high pressure spray by our ow fully trained staiff. 
All our wofk i$ done by our own highly trained personnel, to an exceptionally 
high standard of detail, rarely seen these days, 

Climatised Coatings (UK) Ltd 
105 Weston Grove, Chester CH2 1QP 
Tel: 01244 378488 

info@climatisedcoatingsuk.co.uk 

www.ciimatisedcoatings.co.uk 















FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT US AT J Q fl ” 1 " Vl 11 C 

www.theenglishgarden.co.uk PJVJ VVlLll U.J 





NURSERIES 
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Trillium 


Roscoea \Erythronium 


Harvington Hellebores® 


Specialist breeders & growers 


01778 590455 


www.twelvenunns.co.uk 


PET SERVICES 


PACDOG.COM 


Quality control for your dog 

Leaders in Dog Control Systems for over 25 yrs 
Remote T>wfere ■ Containment Syotoms and Bade Controllers 


•.I 


BAHK: ^fimOLLEfi 


UK Freephone 0800 028 4325 

North j Midlands South 

07526 654698 i 01 386 554880 01 769 560040 

IRL LO CALL Nunibcr 1890 3£1 361 07766 663529 


Extremety reliable 
with 2 yrs warranty 


The ProteesHnate* Choice. 


Stio^ online at wvtfw.pacdofp.co.uli 


PONDS 




Aquaplancton 


Voted Home and Garden "Product of the Year" 

Pond before Pond after 


Aquaplancton has been clearing ponds of blanket weed, duckweed, algae, 
green water, sludge, slime, odour and clogged filters, for over 20 years. People 
re-order time and time again which says a lot for this safe, natural remedy. 

www.aquaplancton.co.uk 

Tel: 01298 214003 > 


PUBLISHERS 


LOOKING TO 
tBE PUBLISHED? 


i 

|||^^Ec)&C- 3 3-0 1 . 35 Canada Square 
■^Coanary Wharf, London, E14 SLO 
Tal: 02Q7 033 32 13 
www.austinmacaulay.com 
mgi)<@ieystinmacgulev-CQm 


SUBMISSIONS AND 
SAMPLES WELCOMED. ALL 
WORK CONSIDERED. NO 
AGENT REQLJIKED. 

AUSTIN MjvCAULEY 


TO ADVERTISE 
PLEASE CALL 
020 7349 3700 



SITUATIONS VACANT 


— 

ENGLISH COUNTRY 
GARDENERS 

HEAD GARDENER, 
UNDER GARDENER 
& SOLE GARDENER 
APPOINTMENTS 

ESTABLISHED SINCE 1989 

TELEPHONE; 01233 733 510 


info@englishcountiygardeners .co.uk 
www.englishcountrygardeners.co.uk 




TO ADVERTISE • TEL: 020 7349 3700 • EMAIL: mfo@chelseamagazines.com 














INTERVIEW KIRSTY WARK 





^yoAick CaHIc kA^ 
out 0 ^ f^uoavitg. 
^ArAtiA.^ A^ ike >sett(R^ 
^4(k>s OM. ike U(e 
of y^Y'Y'^K, Avt <SO 
^oi^Atrfui ( Ako (oue 
tke 

CuleZtAH. OIA. ilit 

Ai^y^kirt coA^t - it 
mAkt^ mt tki^k of^kt 
Secyti ^ArAm. 


MY FAVOURITE THINGS 

lA)Ark 


The Newsnight host, author and avid gardener 
reveals the plants, tools and places she loves 


( loue kditboYt^ btcAu^t iktrt 
Art ^0 mAiA.^ vAritiits ahA tkt^ 
ktrAlA ^priK^. U tke lAtt 
or tAri^ -IdOO^, 
^rAndmotktr u^tA to ^rA^ 
tktm (M. W kAvt tktm 
AdivtrtA to ktr frieM^. 


kd^At I Aesire most {or m^ 
i^ArkjA Art ^{f^td peAs like -tke 
ones m^ mo-tker ^re^M. ^Vke ^mAs 
entrAovAinAvil^ ^Y-een-fm^ere^ 
mA Ahrtk ker ^AvAen. Atter 
ske ^ie^ ah^ ker kome ^mAs soU, 

1 kne^M someone (^odA renouA-te 
tke kowse. 1 still annot beAr -tke 
i^eA tkAt tke ne^M o^^iners mi^kt 
not kAoe ten^eA tke ^Ar^en. 


A'kt tool tk^t 
( eoaUkt Hue ^itkout 

is r[AA[t. 1 W'SeA 
to r[AA{t for 
^rA\AA{Atktr ^ken. ( 
little ^irl, aaA ( onre 
eArrieA one in w.^ kAn^ lu^^A^e 
to our koU'Se in A^AAlloreA, ^kere 
tke ^rounA ^a^ full of bitx of 
rlA^ pote aa-A stones. 


V .A 


fW . 


it- -<■ 






fAvourite tkk^^ U ^maU, 
ki^k-miltA tom f^Ardt^ Art tke ori^’in^l 
dmbii^ roses a^ ornAmentAl ^uinre, 
^kirk still Ador^ tke bAck mii. 
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IMAGES/ALL SHUTTERSTOCK EXCEPT BRODICK CASTLE - BRIAN CH APPLE/NATIONAL TRUST FOR SCOTLAND 
KIRSTY'S DEBUT NOVEL THE LEGACY OF ELIZABETH PRINGLE IS OUT NOW 




MADE Iff BRrmiN 


gabriel ash 


The only 
timber 
greenhouses 
endorsed by 
the RHS 


I Hartkuityral 
fsodety 


ShoriEngtiie bast ini Gardening 


FOR INFORMATION CALL 01829 271 890 OR VISIT www.gabrielash.com 










For our full range of greenhouses and OFFERS call or click 0800 783 8083 

www.hartley-botanic.co.uk Quoting Ref: EG 


HARTLEY 


BOTANIC 


WITH PRIDE SINCE 1938 


THE FINEST GREENHOUSES 
MONEY CAN BUY 


